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“From the Four Corners,” 


which has been omitted from this 
issue owing to lack of space, will 
be resumed next month. 











RABBIS PROTEST PEEKSKILL 


Rabbi Emanuel Rackman of Far Rockaway, 
New York, president of the Association of Jewish 
Chaplains of the Army and Navy of the United 
States, sent the following letter to Gov. Dewey: 


. 


September 7, 1949 


Hon. Thomas E. Dewey 
Executive Mansion 
Albany, N. Y. 


Honorable Sir: 


In the name of the Executive of our Association 
—which is representative of the more than 300 
Rabbis who served their country in World Wars 
I and H—I write to urge you to investigate not 
only the first riot at Peekskill a week ago, but 
more particularly the palpable misfeasance of the 
. State Police on Sunday last. 

We are chagrined that men who fought to 
preserve freedom and establish international law 
and order should so disgrace their fallen com- 
rades as to make a mockery of freedom in our 
own country and resort to violence in defiance of 
the requirements of law and order. They have 
proven that the fascism which they were to de- 
stroy abroad has conquered their own souls at 
home. 

But we are even more ashamed that our State 
Police proved itself so impotent in the matter, and 
that though the police outnumbered the offenders, 
they could not protect the limbs and property of 


citizens who, no matter what their political per- , 


suasion, were entitled to such protection. 
The situation calls for drastic action on your 
part and unléss such drastic action is forthcoming, 


what minority group can again feel safe, and. 


what minority opinion*can ever be expressed 
without fean! 

This is not a racial issue or a religious issue, 
though the vandals gav€ expression to racial and 
religious prejudices. This is an American issue— 
and nothing less. All that America stands for is 
at stake. And in no less important a state than 
the Empire State of the Union! 

We pray that you will make manifest that fear- 
lessness which not so long ago made you famous 
as a Prosecutor in the Empire City, and that you 
will personally assume responsibility for the ap- 
prehension and punishment of the offending pub- 
lic officials and private citizens. 


Very respectfully, yours, 


(signed) Raspr EMaNuEL RacKMAN 





The Sixth Installment 
of Moses Miller’s series, “Zionism 
and the State of Israel,” has been 
omitted from this issue owing to 
lack of space. It will be published 
in the next issue. 
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Letter from Jail 





Editors, JewtsH LiFe: 


My husband, Emil Freed, is in jail for 
one year. He and four other men were 
given jail sentences after they were ar- 
rested while on a picket line with more 
than 1,000 other men and women at the 


Columbia Studios in 1946. It took two 
years to fight the case and my husband has 
served eight months now. On September 


be 
‘ 


17, he wrote for a subscription to your 
magazine. His letter follows: 

“Please enter our subscription for a year 
and use the additional $2.00 for a sub- 
scription to some organization or indi- 
vidual who you think could use this splen- 
did magazine to advantage. 

“While I am unable to get the magazine 
here, I do get occasional clippings from 
it.” + 


Los Angeles Mrs. Emit Freep 














VICTORY AND OMEN 


¢ was the summer of 1937. The train from Paris tu 

Zurich had halted on the outskirts of the Swiss town ot 
Basle, at the border line of France, Switzerland and Ger- 
many. All of us left the train to walk over the border 
to the customs house on the Swiss side. From the German 
town nearby we could hear the beat of marching feet and 
the strains of singing. Soon a group of Hitlerjugend hove 
into sight and came to a halt a few hundred yards from us. 

Their arms raised in the Hitler salute, they concluded their 

song with! the cry Deutschland, erwache!—“Germany, 

awake!” Then they spotted a bearded Jew in our midst. 

They rushed forward to the border posts, venom and hate 

exuding from their faces, shouting obscenities, spitting in 
our direction and filling the air with their cries of Ver- 
fluechte Jude. 

That scene came back to me on Sunday, September 4, 
1949, in Peekskill, U.S.A.. on my way to the Robeson 
congert. On the road leading to the concert grounds stood 
groups of people, some dressed in soldier or Legion uni- 
forms, preparing to parade. Every so often a car or truck 
would speed by bearing stcikers, America Awake—Peeks- 
kill Did. As 1 walked along, I spotted a Jewish War Vet- 

erans banner and about 20 or 30 men wearing JWV caps. 
I had read how this JWV post had helped break up the 
Robeson concert on August 27. But I had also read that, 
as the mob grew more violent and unrestrained, the mob- 
sters had turned on their Jewish confreres and had beaten 
up a number of them. But here was the JWV again. They 
had not even yet learned that there was no room for Jews, 
not even for “good” ones, in the America which these peo- 
ple wanted to “awaken.” No more than there was in 
- Germany for those Jews who heiled Hitler as loud as 
anyone else. 

Not far from the concert grove, a section of the parade 
had already formed and was on the march. Local police 
stood by, swinging their clubs and smiling, as a group 
marching by shouted that they would get the dirty Jews 

and s before the day was out. And they broke 


ms out into loud guffaws as a woman nearby screamed, “Send ' 


them all back to Russia!” 

The hate-distorted faces of the Hitlerjugend, that I had 
seen in the Germany of 1937, I saw again that Sunday in 
~ Peekskill in this hysteria-ridden and lynch-bent “America, 
awake” mob. In Peekskill we saw the heralds of the 


American “new order”—the leveborens, the Negro-bait: 


An Editorial Article 
By Moses Miller 


But I saw much more on that day. I had wondered, 
as I walked along that hate-ridden road, how many people 
would turn out for the concert. How many would stand” 
up against the intimidation of those. who sought to silence 
the voice of Robeson? The answer came as I rounded the 
last bend and beheld, off to my left, the mass of people 
sitting or walking about in the concert grove. Stretched 
out over the vast field were row upon row of automobiles, 
trucks and buses which had brought over 25,000 people, 
Negro and white, Jew and Gentile, people of all creeds and 
nationalities, to this great people’s demonstration. Not far 
from the gate and spread in what seemed to be an unend- 
ing line, were the people’s guards, trade unionists, work- 
ers, veterans, determined to insure a peaceful concert. As 
Howard Fast, noted American writer, spoke and as the 
mighty voice of Paul Robeson came surging across the 
field, I knew that the people had scored a victory: these 
25,000 had set an inspiring and magnificent example. This 
was a promise of what the people could do, of the Future 
victories they could win, provided they closed their ranks, 
gathered their resources and allowed nothing to destroy 
their determination. 

It would be sheer folly to overlook the harm done that 
day, the stoning and the brutal assaults. But it would be 
equally disastrous for the future of our country if we failed 
to understand that, despite the hysteria that had been 
whipped up, despite the collusion and overt aid of state and 
local authorities and police, Paul Robeson did sing. And 
25,000 people exhibiting courage, resourcefulness and superb 
discipline had come to make that concert possible. 


Responsibility for Riots 


The attempt to silence Robeson and the inhuman as- 
sault upon the concert-goers as they rode home have been 
ascribed by officialdom and by much of the press to over- 
wrought “teen-agers,” to a gang of hoodlums who got out 
of hand. This lie is as dastardly and as vicious as the at- 
tack itself. The attempt to silence Robeson, like the at- 
tempt to silence everyone who dares to speak out today for 
peace, civil liberties, and the rights of all minorities, was 
not hatched in Peekskill. Without the. hysteria engendered 
in our country by the rulers of America, by the Republican 
and Democratic parties alike; without the wave of anti- 
labor, _ anti-communist, anti-foreign-born legislation and 
propaganda; without the witch-hunts, loyalty oaths, Foley 
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ica, awake web would never have dared to show its face.” 


And what is more, without the direct and overt aid of! | 


Governor Thomas E. Dewey’s police and local “law enforce- 
ment” officials, these hoodlums would never have had the 
guts to face, let alone attack, this peaceful audience attend- 
ing a concert. This was no “spontaneous” attack. This was 
the result of a conscious deliberate plan, part and parcel of 
American ruling class efforts to isolate the Robesons and all 
those who stand for peace and democratic rights, from the 
mass of the American people; to raise the cry of “un-Amer- 
ican” and “undesirable” against those who dare to oppose 
the present course of American policy. And coupled with 
this is the attempt to silence, not only the Robesons, but 
also those who, although they disagree with Robeson’s 
views, see the menace’of fascism in the attempt to prevent 
him from speaking. 

The threat of fascism which faces the American people 
does not arise from the acts of hoodlums. It arises, as it did 
in those fateful years when Hitler was marshalling his 
stormtroops in Germany, from the acquiescence and par- 
ticipation of state and federal officials in intimidation and 
lynch-terror; in the free-hand and then whitewash provided 
by officialdom in each instance of attack on civil liberties. 


. Jewish Press on Peekskill 


Except for the Jewish daily Forward, which exhibited 
the same glee over this hoodlum attack as did Goebbels in 
his hey-day, the Jewish press unequivocally condemned 
the attackers of the Robeson concert. Some placed the 
blame where it belonged, at the doorstep of Governor 
Dewey and his administration. Others sought to distinguish 
between the organizers of the parade and the hoodlums 
who had personally engaged in the assault. What the latter 
papers failed to realize was the fact that the basic issue is 
not whether those who organized the parade consciously 
intended the violent anti-Semitic and anti-Negro attacks. 
What is important and what they should have learned by 
this time is, that the whole atmosphere of hysteria and 
lynch spirit that had been created by government red- 
baiting and the cold war, had opened the door wide for the 
latent anti-Semitic and anti-Negro forces; that the “sordid 
aspects” upon which they frowned were an inevitable by- 


product ag*hap slrage ballet 


upon the: heels 
every attempt to outlaw of deny fr \ 


dom to any 


« 
The issue of force and violence, of terror and of intimi- 
dation is real. But Peekskill has demonstrated that the’ 
threat of force and violence comes not from communists or 


the workers or the common people of America, but from 
the ruling class. The threat of force and: violence comes 
from those who organize anti-Semitism, Jimcrow and 
Foley. Square trials. If America is really to awake, it must 
learn this lesson before it is too late. And certainly the 
Jewish people who saw Maidaneks and Treblinkas arise 
in the wake of the cry, “Germany, awake!” would do 
well to take heed and to join with the democratic and 
progressive forces of America in halting the fascist offensive. 

A number of Jewish organizations and leaders have 
spoken up. But many more have remained silent. Not a 
word has been heard from the American Jewish Commit- 
tee or the Anti-Defamation League, who claim to be 
spokesmen and “defenders” of the Jewish people. Not a 
word of condemnation, not a.demand for the removal of 
those responsible for the outrageous and dastardly attack 
has come from the man purporting to be a great liberal and 
“socialist’—David Dubinsky. The American Jewish com- 
munity dares not tolerate such silence, dares not allow those 
who claim to speak on their behalf to acquiesce to this 
omen of fascism and anti-Semitism. 


Twenty-five thousand who joined to make it possible for 
Robeson to sing are the advance guard of the democratic 
army that can be formed, of the Negro-Jewish unity #hat 
can be achieved, of the people’s forces that can be mobilized 
in the great crusade for peace and democratic rights. No 
stone must be left unturned, no battle must be refused for 
there is no safety for the Jew except in an America rid of 
war hysteria and red-baiting, an America where there is no 
encroachment upon the rights of amy group of people. 

Irrespective of political belief, American Jewry must 


unite to bring to justice those responsible for the crimes — 


committed in Peekskill, to bring about the, removal of those 
“law enforcement” officials who were partner to and in- 
spirers of this crime. Only by this kind of resistance to fas- 
cism:lies hope for an America that is awakened to a demo- 
cratic future, rather than to fascism. 


A thin line of encircling people’s guards proiected the concert-goers. 
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By Joseph Green and Nat Shapiro 





Below is an eye-witness account of the Robeson concert long line of guards facing the road along which the fas- 
_ at Hollowbrook near Peekskill. on September 4th by two cist parade was to march. The guard line seemed endless, 
_- men of the guard force, The two men were stationed at reaching to the entrance of the Hollowbrook grounds. A 
different points in the field and together their experiences few hundred yards from the space reserved for the concert 
give the story of the guards. Their narrative contains was a brook, shallow enough to be crossed, and beyond it 
nothing of the stoning and fascist attack on the mass of was a very steep, densely wooded hill. Men standing about 
the audience on the ride home, since the guards were con- twenty feet apart guarded the approach. , 
fined, to the field and could not know what was happening Standing opposite the road, we could see scattered 
outside. The second guard’s narrative is in italics—Eds. | groups of men and women walking along the road where 
the fascist-inspired parade was to form. Now and then a 
WE left home long before dawn and boarded the buses truckload of shouting hoodlums rode by, hooting and 
bound for Peekskill. We were going to a concert. We jeering. A woman in a dark dress about 40 years old, 
5 were going to hear Paul Robeson sing. And more than stopped at the fence and glared at us. “Traitors! Why don’t 
_ that, we were going to defend tie right of all people to you go back to Russia where you belong!” she shouted, 
/ Meet in peace and enjoy the cultural gifts that great ar- waving her fist. “Dirty kikes! You don’t appreciate the 
tists like Paul Robeson have the power to give. country that gives you your bread and!butter!” The police- "w 
Tt was early morning when we rode through Peekskill. man stationed on the road thought her remarks funny. 
The town was just waking up. By 9 A.M. we had entered We stood in our line, ignoring the hoodlums. 
the grounds of the Hollowbrook Country Club, an aban- At about 1:30, 1 heard the first distant sounds of a brass 
doned golf course some three miles beyond the town it- band. Through the trees, |-saw the gold-painted helmets 
self, received our instructions and had taken up our posi- of a unit of veterans. It was a Legion band, moving from 
tions. We were there to make sure that no fascist hood- left to right in the direction of the Hollowbrook entrance. 
lunfs disrupted the concert. And none of them did. The Below us in the concert grounds our loudspeakers began 
entire area guarded by us was peaceful, orderly and secure to play recordings. Our guards facing the road straight- 
against disorders. The attacks against women and chil- ened out their lines. 
dren, against cars and buses and their drivers, as we later Facing the road, we could not see the starting point of 
learned, took place on the roads supposedly guarded by the parade. At 1:30, we were alerted and soon I heard 
the state police and the policemen working with them. the parade approach from our left. We watched in 
Our mission was to prevent anyone ftom entering, to lo- amused amazement. The marchers were walking in single 
Calize any attacks that might occur, and, above all, not to ‘file, spaced out to create the impression of a large group. 
permit the hoodlums ‘and the police to provoke us in any Actually they looked ridiculous. As they passed by, I 
manner whatsoever. counted up to 885. Before we quite realized it, their parade 
I was stationed about a third of the way round from the had passed. We asked each other, “Where are the 30,000 
» entrance. We stood only a few feet from the road when legionaires they were boasting about?” 
we took up our stations, but orders came to move back to Groups of stragglers took up positions on the road facing 
‘about 75 feet from the road. From our vantage point we us, shouted and jeered, shook their fists at us. None of us 
could see buses. and cars streaming into the grounds and on the line replied, none of us paid the least attention. 
‘rolling down the roadway to the parking’ area at the foot ; 
of the hill below ‘us. They were parked in neat, orderly Epithets ‘and Rocks 
“rows in a huge semi-circle, much in the way pioneers of 
‘the old west deployed their covered wagons against attack. About half an -hour later the parade came back, this time 
People were gathering for the concert in the flat meadow led by two motorcycles, which deliberately kept back-firing 
d the parked cars. Reserve groups, we: knew, were to make as much noise as possible? As they came by, 
feady to come to our support in case of attack. groups of hoodlums would rush up to the fence as though 
y squad was dssigned to the reserve. We took up our they intended to charge into us. But they always stopped 
tions on a hill at the far end df the field. The Hollow- short and waved their fists and shouted at us. 
ok grounds resembled the inside of a cup, with the, con- “Hitler started it, we'll finish you!” 
area in the level bottom. To my left I could see the “Hitler killed only half the Jews, we'll kill all the rest?’ 
= “You got in, but you'll never get out!” And someone on 
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a single hoodlum facing us dared to step into the grounds, 
though they shouted for us to come out and fight. 

Soon the fascist-inspired parade began to circle about on 
the road. The shouting and the noise increased. We could 
not hear Paul Robeson sing except in snatches now and 
then. Occasionally rocks thudded in the earth 10 or 15 
feet in front of us. As a truck with a large sign reading 
“Buchanan Vets” passed, a barrage of rocks came at us. 
Most of them never reached us. Some went over our heads. 
The rocks were thrown either by hoodlums in the truck 
or those walking alongside and hiding behind it. The po- 
licemen watched the rocks fall in front of us, grinning. 

When Paul Robeson began the second half of his pro- 
gram, the parade broke up and the vigilantes lined up along 
the road facing us. 

Directly in front of me were men from one of the 
Legion bands.. They wore World War I helmets, painted 
white. They shook their fists, shouted curses. The police 
turned and faced us, too. And behind the screen of these 
bandsmen, and policemen, others threw rocks at us. Not 
a single policeman so much as turned to see who was 
throwing the rocks. They kept their backs to the rock- 
throwers and stared at us, waiting to see what we would 
do. We ignored the shouts and the curses and the rocks. 
Our silence and discipline infuriated the hoodlums. 

On the hill with the reserves, I could not see the rock 
throwing from the road. But we heard reports of someone 
being hit here, another there. The concert ended at about 
3:30 and the audience was instructed through a loud 
speaker on the procedure for leaving the place. From our 
hill position, we could see the orderly movement of cars 
as they began to move up toward the single exit. The cars 
were stopped at the road, Later we learned that the police 
had halted traffic out of the Hollowbrook grounds. 

While the cars and loaded buses were waiting for police 
permission to move out of the place, I noticed several men 
walking down the road, sending the men in the groups 
lined up in front of us to the entrance of the Hollowbrook 
grounds. Many were dressed in Legion uniforms. Soon 
the road in front of us was practically cleared except for 
some kids and women. 

One of the last to leave the road was an elderly man 
in an American Legion uniform. He appeared to be about 
60. “We'll get you when you come out!” he shouted, com- 
ing right up to the fence. “We'll be back!” I had previously 
noticed him marching with the group that headed the fas- 
cist-inspired parade. 


Mission Completed 


About half an hour later, after the fascists had left the 
road in front of us, we saw the first of our cars begin to 
move out. We remained at our posts until every one was 
out. Not until then did the order come through to move 
down the hill to the buses waiting to take us home. 

At about 6:30 our squad leaders ordered us to leave our 


. 
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cert had taken place. At the same time, we saw the | 
line of guards facing the road begin to move downhill in 
perfect order. First the guards standing at the furthest — 
point from the concert area began to walk in toward the 
center. After them, moving in like a closing fan, came the 
other guards, meeting on the dirt road about midway pen te 
tween the highway above and the concert plain below. — 
Then we discovered that the bus drivers had disappeared. = |_ 
Several of our men who were truck drivers volunteered | | _ 
to take the wheel. They were told to report to the com- “| 
mittee in charge. The rest of us stood about, waiting for = | 
instructions. I and the others in my 20-man reserve squad 
were in high spirits. Whatever happened now, we knew 
that we had struck a stunning blow against the fascists. 
Our assignment to guard the grounds during the con- 
cert and until everyone left the place had ended success- 
fully. Now we waited for our buses to come and pick 
us up, meeting friends who had been on other parts of the 
line, sharing cigarettes and cans of beer and soda. a 
Soon orders came for us to crowd into the buses. Since. | 
some of the guards had given up their places in the cars J 
that brought them, we piled in three to a seat and into = |_— 
the aisles. There were about three buses ahead of us, 
another two behind us, all filled with our men. 
But as the first bus began to move up the roadway, we 
saw that some 500 of our men were left without any means _ 
of transportation. fox. fap 
“If those guys have to onlin out of here, we're going 
with them,” someone in my bus shouted. Immediately, 
everyone took up the slogan. Someone opened the rear 
emergency door of my: bus. Within seconds we were out 
and back on the roadway. Behind and ahead of us our men 
were spilling out of the buses and joining the ranks. of 
those who intended to march out of Hollowbrook. Even 
the first buses, which had already started, now stopped 
and our men came out to join in the line of march. 
Quickly we formed lines-of six and seven abreast and 
prepared to walk up the roadway and dut of Hollowbrook. 
I was among the men in the first few rows. Behind us, © 
the guard was forming into line, reaching far back, almost ~ 
to the concert area itself. “e 
There was no transportation for us and soon the word 
came down that we were to march out on foot. Mohegan 
Colony was about five miles away and we were to go there 
until transportation home could be arranged. We expected ~~ 
to be attacked by hoodlums along the road. None of us ~ 
had any illusions about the police. If the state-troopers 
protected anyone, it would not be us. Many of us hurriedly ~ 
picked up soda bottles, sticks, pieces of rope, anything 
we could find on the ground that could be used for de- 
fense. We were almost at the rear of the line. We did not 
know what was happening ahead of us. ; a 
At the head of the line where we stood, we could see the 
police massing at the sd of the roadway. Then we real 










































we in the front were bounded on the right by 

: almost vertical face of the cut around which the road- 
tiitned into the grove. To our left was the long steep 
~ paralleling the road, where I had been posted all day. 


Discipline Holds 


Everyone of us knew that the victory was already ours. 
In spite of threats and the memory of the beating some of 


a us took the previous Saturday, more than 25,000 had come 


to hear Paul Robeson sing. Now the concert was over, 


_. the concert-goers were on their way home. Only we re- ’ 


mained. We knew that we had won, that the people had 

“won. Nothing could efface that fact. And we knew that 
the police would try to provoke trouble. 

“Our main task now was not to fall for any provocation. 
ae the fascists in and out of uniforms could. start a “riot,” 
our victory would be in danger. The papers could point 
to this riot and use it to cover up the attack on the con- 


‘cert the previous week. They could point to us and claim ° 


_ that we had come there to start trouble; that the actions 
of the hoodlums and the police terror were justified. At 
all costs, we had to prevent any incident that would obscure 

“the profound significance of the concert. And we under- 
stood this, standing there’at the foot of the hill, watching 
the police fan out in a semi-circle around us and begin 
" to advance down the hill and the roadway toward us. 

From the rear of the line, 1 could see the police start to 
come down toward us. They were spread out, moving 
_ cautiously and slowly. I had lost contact with the other 
members of my squad. I was standing in a line of four 
men, watching the police stop before our formation. 

In the front, we watched the row of policemen come 
down the roadway and stop about 50 feet above us. All 
the police directly in front of us had their hands on their 

butts. To my left I.saw two policemen almost at the 

* end of their line draw their guns out of their holsters. 

The police were' standing about five or six feet apart. 

_ More police came ‘behind them. They filtered through, 

"coming toward us in threes and fours, taking up positions 

on our left. One policeman moved across to the other side, 
to the base of the cut on our right. He saw that he was 

“alone. He raised his club and signalled up the road, shout- 

ig, “Send some men over here!” Three policemen joined 

him quickly. One of them said, “Let’s get the N 

of there!” Instinctively we shifted about in our ranks, 

placing the Negro guards in the center of our line as 

quickly as possible. 

"- More and more policemen came down, gradually sur- 

founding us. We waited, tense and alert against attempts 
to Provoke a fight. When the police had taken up their 


sitions, they ordered us to drop baseball bats, pepper, 


r cans, bottle openers or any kind of weapons that we 
ht have. We obeyed the order and dropped everything 
night have used for defense. We were prepared to 
if necessary, but we were determined that 


way detract from the great demonstration staged by the 
people at the concert. 
“Protecting” Police 


As we dropped our things, the police formed a line on the 
roadway just ahead of us, standing in two’s. An order 
was shouted down to the police to start sending us up 
in groups. About 20 of us started up the roadway. But 
as we separated from the main body of our men, a line 
of policemen cut through us and broke us up into two 
groups, sending about ten ahead. I was in the group that 
was held up, completely surrounded by the police. They 
searched us thoroughly. Then they pushed us ahead, or- 
dering us to go in fours. 

We placed a Negro in the middle. I stood beside him and 
another guard flanked him on the other side. We had 
gone only a few feet when another group of policemen 
crowded into us and began to search us again. This time 
they forced us to advance in two’s. The Negro guard was 
beside me, as they pushed us ahead again. After another 
few steps, more police closed in on us, forcing us into 
single file. The Negro we were trying to protect was now 
in front of me. I had a chance to look ahead. He wore 
a checked jacket and brown trousers. Past him I saw 
a long row of policemen. The police formation resembled 
a funnel, and we were to pass through the funnel’s mouth. 

As we moved ahead, the policeman on my left suddenly 
grabbed me by the shoulder and pushed. A’ second police- 
man pulled me by my right shoulder, spinning me almost 
around. The next instant, the one on the right pushed me 
and the policeman on my left pulled, spinning me in the 
opposite direction. They repeated this several times. As I 
turned, I saw one policeman hit the Negro in front of me 
across the back with his club. Another, the one on the 
right, turned him around and hit him across the stomach. 
At the same time, he shouted at the Negro, “Open your 
jacket!” The policeman on the left started hitting the Ne- 
gro across his calves, “Roll up your pants, damn you!” he 
was saying, “Roll up -your pants!” Just then, I heard a 
shout from the hill above me. 

“Look what they’re doing to that Negro!” 

The cops stopped pulling and pushing me. The one on 
my right looked up quickly. “Who let those bastards up 
there!” I looked up and saw two men holding press 
cameras looking almost straight down at us. I don’t know 
who they were or which one of them had shouted. The 
next moment the policeman pushed me forward. 

“Come on! come on! Keep moving!” he shouted. 

I was then handed from one paif of cops to another, each 
pushing me around or frisking me quickly. The Negro 
just ahead of me was hit and jabbed by their clubs. I was 
not hit by a club once while going through the gauntlet. 

Even as we came out of the gauntlet, one of the group 
of ten men who were the first to go through, whispered to 
us, “Don’t let them separate us! Slow down!” Slipping 
and sliding on the rutted roadway, we obeyed his com- 


mand. By the time we reached the top of the roadway, 





we were walking two and three abreast, slowing down to 
give the men coming after us a chance to get into the 
formation. At the top, we lined up on the level ground 
near the entrance. « 

The police had failed again in their provocation. 

The line ahead of us was moving. As soon as the police 
finished frisking us, we were sent up the road. As we came 
up, we saw that the police had formed a gauntlet. They 
were standing in a double row, about three feet apart. We 
were forced to run through this gauntlet one at a time. I 
was not hit by the cops, but I saw them swing their clubs 
and knock off “Local 65” caps from the heads of several 
of the union men in front of me. 


Buses at Last 


One of the men took over leadership of the guards here. 
He ordered us to form into lines, four abreast. As our 
men came up the roadway, they formed into a line behind 
us. One man went down the line to count the rows, and 
when he finally came back, I heard him report that there 
were 1,200 men in our. group. 

While we stood waiting for orders from our commit- 
tee, the truck of television station WPIX moved up close 
to us. Several policemen and state troopers came up the 
road carrying armfuls of baseball bats. They crossed the 
road and as they approached the crowd of hoodlums lined 
up on the other side of the road, I heard boys shouting: 
“Give me a bat!” “Me, too!” “Me, too!” A state trooper, 
one of those carrying the bats across the road, came back 
a few minutes later. He was swinging a bat in his hands, 
and as he passed by us, a policeman asked him, “Why 
didn’t you give them that one, too?” “I want this for my- 
self,” the state trooper replied. “It was the only number 
one there.” 

After we had been standing there perhaps half an hour, 
two buses pulled up from the bottom of the hill. They were 
filled up with our men. They stopped near the exit and 
announced that they could make room for about 20 more. 

The leader of our column asked for 20 men to go into 


the buses, giving preference to our Negro guards. Several _ 


older men went in, but all the Negro guards standing 
near me refused to go, insisting that they would remain 
with the rest. These buses left and soon two more came 
up the hill. The police ordered us into the buses. But 
we refused to move until all of us could go together. 

Finally the police had about six or seven buses ready. 
Our committee explained to us that we were to be taken to 
Mohegan and we were assured that the buses would return 
from Mohegan to pick up the rest of our men. We crowded 
into the buses, jamming in as many men as we could.’ The 
buses then pulled out with two policemen in each bus. 
They drove us'around for almost three-quarters of an hour, 
claiming that they had. lost the way. 

At Mohegan, we emptied out of the buses, which then 
went back to Hollowbrook for the. small group of men 
who had been left. behind. 


I was one of the men left at Hollowbrook when the l 
of our men went to Mohegan. There were some 200° 
We watched the buses pull out as we remained stand: 
ing in our ranks of four abreast. Three of our men, who 
had assumed leadership, walked up and down the lines, 
One gave us tiny sips of water from a water can and whis- 
pered instructions and encouragement between sips. We 
had all been in the sun since nine that morning. We had 
had nothing to drink for the last five or six hours. I felt ill 
and dizzy. But the troopers refused to allow us to sit down 
on the ground. A police van rode up and down the road, 
its red light flashing in the darkness. A fire truck was — 
brought up and its floodlights turned on us. Policemen — 
went up and down the line trying to provoke trouble. 
None of us lost control. 

Whenever troopers heard any whispering in our ranks, 
they would come up close and sneer: “What? Did you say 
anything?” They were hoping that one of us would break 
and give them the pretext for an attack. But as it had been 
throughout the long day, not a single one of us broke. — 
After about an hour's wait, about 9:30 or 10 P.M., the buses 
finally arrived. We went in on the double, smacked on 
the shins and back by the police: We arrived at Mohegan 
Colony ten minutes later. 

At Mohegan, many of us crowded around the entrance, 
anxiously waiting for the buses to return with the rest of 
our men. People came out of the houses carrying pots of. 
water and coffee cups. Each of us took a sip and passed ~ 
the cup around because there would not have been enough — 
water if each of us drank his fill. People gave us fruit, 
sandwiches, boiled eggs, bread. It seemed that they had 
emptied their refrigerators of every bit of food and were _ 
giving it to us. A girl was distributing packs of cigar- 


ettes which we immediately passed around. People invited a 


us into their homes to wash up, to make phone calls home, ~ 
for coffee. he 

Our committee called us together and informed us that 
cars were coming up from New York to take us home. 
We would have to wait an hour or so before they arrived, 
In the meantime, those who wanted to go by train would — 
be taken to Harmon. 

I was put into a detail of 20 men under a squad leader. — 
Our job was to guard the entrance to the Mohegan Col 
ony, to direct traffic and to remain until every one of our ~ 
men was on ‘his way home. I had a chance, standing in 
the road just outside Mohegan, to see the marvelous re 
sponse to our call for transportation. For hours, cars kept. 
coming in a steady stream. Some of the men in these cars 
had been at the concert and arrived home. There they had : 
heard that we were trapped by the police without any, means 
of transportation. They came back from New York, 

A little after 2 A.M., all of our men had left for hor 
Our detail of 20 men were the last of the guard left. 
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By Louis Harap 





top leadership of the American Jewish Congress 
has finally deigned to take public notice of opposition 
to their attempt to destroy the mass character of the organ- 


ization. Congress Weekly for July 25 contains an editorial, 


“Thunder on the Left,” which followed by about a month 
our first article on the problem. Nowhere in this editorial 
or elsewhere is Jewish Lire referred to by name. The 
tactic is rather to refer to “the Morning Freiheit and its 
allied organs.” (JewisH Lare is published by the Morning 


ae ei Association.) We allude to this silent treatment of 


dur documented charges not because our vanity is piqued, 
‘but because the omission is prompted by the fear that 


: "specific references to our articles may lead people to read 


"them and therewith inform themselves in detail on the case 
against the leadership. 
“Tt is quite clear,” says the editorial, “that questions such 
as Israel, anti-Semitism and democracy, while of primary 
“importance to a Jewish organization seeking to serve the 


_ imterests of the Jewish people and the American democracy, 


are employed merely as strategic and tactical weapons by 
those who have other masters to serve.” Thinking people 
will recognize this argument on its face as specious non- 
sense designed to confuse people and to divert their atten- 
‘tion from a judicious study of the facts. 


_ The issues become clear enough if one gets down to 


cases. For example, the problem of Germany. On August 
"II a pogrom took: place in Munich. A number of Jews were 


os fired upon and beaten up by German police. But = 


Shcs of nazis in high office. This was how the Jewish 
Jommittee of Munich judged the affair in its statement 

d the day after it happened. The Jewish press in this 
and over the world headlined the outbreak and 
torialized on .it for days. Yet the Congress leadership, 
which unctuously intones its devotion to “Jewish interests,” 

d absolutely nothing to arouse the Jewish community to 

est. Was this passivity dictated by “Jewish- interests?” 
‘But the matter goes much deeper than protests at single 
reaks. Action against the Munich .pogrom is urgent 

d important. But protest alone cannot have any effect nor 
guarantee that there will not be a recurrence, unless 
compromising struggle is conducted against the-policy 
oo which is responsible for the renazifica- 


in Germany was stressed by Dr. David Petegorsky, of the 
American Jewish Congress, at this week’s session of the 
World Jewish Congress meeting.” Yet Petegorsky and his 
clique have consistently tried to sabotage every effort of 
the divisions and chapters to arouse public opinion against 
the failure of denazification, as we have abundantly shown 
in our articles in the last few issues. The Congress leader- 
ship refused to participate in the picketing of the nazi 
industrial fair in New York in the spring of 1949 and 
even threatened to denounce divisions which picketed. 
When several divisions and chapters in New York printed 
postcards early in 1949 to be sent to President ‘Truman 
protesting the commutation of Ilse Koch’s sentence, the top 
leadership forbade use of the postcards, 

This, then is the crux of the struggle within Congress: 
Dr. Petegorsky and his clique have mate fine speeches 
about denazification, but in practice have given up the 
struggle against nazism. What is more, they have actually 
tried to prevent chapters and divisions from carrying on a 
militant fight. The opposition, on the other hand, insists 
on the most militant action against the failure to denazify. 
In effect the Petegorsky-Miller-Poliers policy leads inevitably 
to the strengthening of anti-Semitism and to the resurgence 
of nazism in Germany. What then becomes of the Congress 
leaders’, assertion that the opposition is serving “other 
masters” while they serve “Jewish interests”? 


Mass Pressure in Word and Deed 


Congress has often in the past condemned the American 
Jewish Committee oligarchy for the hush-hush policy and 
for the suppression of mass action to combat anti-Semitism. 
In line with this Congress viewpoint, Dr. David Pete- 
gorsky spoke on March 16, 1947, on techniques of Jewish 
defense. “Democracy,” he said, “has never been won any- 
where unless there has been a mass movement behind the 
fight. There must be mass organizations and mass pressure 
if these rights are to be won. ... This approach .. . 


‘ demands mass participation, particularly by the Jewish 


community. You cannot draw up a mass petition for 
presentation to the city council, or organize a legislative 
hearing, or bring pressure to bear for the passage of a 
state law or a municipal ordinance, or press for the ouster 
of an appointed official unless masses of people are organ- 
ized for the effort. People must be given a real sense of 
democratic participation, the feeling that they are a vital 
part of a dynamic fight for democratic rights.” 

But Petegorsky and his clique of 1949 have declared war 
on the very elements in Congress who believe in—and are 
trying to execute—the methods outlined by, pig ines in 
1947. Te Jew Poses eras ai i _ Americ 
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ter were expelled from Congress for following just these 
principles in implementation of the Congress program. 
Who then are fighting in the “Jewish interests” and who 
are serving “other masters”? 

But the ruling clique does not attempt to refute the 
documented charges that they are trying’ to paralyze or 
expel the most militant elements of Congress. How can 
the Congress Weekly editorial dismiss these charges as 
“absurd” without even pretending to refute them? Because 
the leadership believe they possess the magic weapon of 
reactionaries in our day—red-baiting. Call your opponent 
“red,” and you can misrepresent him as furiously as you 
please. Yet any person familiar with the conflict within 
Congress knows that the program of the opposition is:the 
program adopted at the 1948 convention. 

Nevertheless the Congress Weekly editorial smears the 
opposition with the assertion, “one need only examine the 
‘party line’ with regard to Israel to see the utter hypocrisy 
of communists” on this issue. Then follow several sen- 
tences of compressed misrepresentation and distortion of 
the communist position on Israel. What profound concern 
have the Congress leadership exhibited with respect to 
Israel’s struggle? How far have they gone beyond sono- 
rous declarations? Does devotion to Israel’ consist of an 
uncritical acceptance of every statement by Zionist leaders, 
of every measure of the Israeli government as if it were a 
papal bull? No, real concern for Israel demands a fight 
against those who are trying to rob the Israeli people of 
their independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
Not the Soviet Union nor the new democracies have been 
doing this, but the American and British governments. 
The most recent manifestation is the pressure being put 
on the Israeli government by the United States, as Foreign 
Minister Moshe Sharett admitted in the Knesset recently. 


The Record on Israel 


But what is the record of the Congress ruling clique on 
Israel—that is, in terms of action, not words? The fact is 
that every action for mass pressure on Israel’s behalf under- 
taken by Congress was made over the protest of the leader- 
ship and in the face of their sabotage. The 1948 convention 
resolved to set up an action committee on Israel. The lead- 
ership sabotaged the resolution. Only after mounting in- 
dignant protest from the membership and individual ac- 
tions by divisions and chapters was anything achieved. The 
present leaders of the opposition Committee for a Demo- 
cratic AJ Congress led the fight for action. In the winter 
of 1948 this protest finally bore fruit in a decision forced 
through the administrative committee over the opposition 
of the leadership:to set up the action committee, headed by 
Rabbi Shepherd Z. Baum, who is chairman of the Com- 
mittee for a Democratic AJ Congress. Nevertheless the top 
Congress leadership succeeded in sabotaging the work even 
of this action committee. Was the ruling clique prompted 
‘by “Jewish interests” in this matter, or “other masters”— 
‘American imperialism? 

The spurious nature of the Congress Weekly editorial is 


sakidies cs went ae 


paragraph. 
Jewish Congress,” says the editorial, “will purse 


fined objectives strictly from the viewpoint of Jewish and 
American interests. It will refuse to become involved in the 
political conflict now raging over a large part of the world.” — 
This is in fact a cover up for the masters the Congress 
leadership really serves. For in every case, whether it is ~ 
denazification, anti-Semitism or Israel, one must take sides. 
How can one challenge anti-Semitism at home or abroad. 
without becoming involved in the struggle against the 
fascist and “cold war” ideology from which it springs to- 
day? What does the fight against the failure of denazifica- ~ 
tion mean unless one combats the pro-fascist policies pur- 
sued by our government in Germany in the name of “con- — 
taining communism”? How can one fight for the inde- 
pendence of Israel without exposing and struggling against 
our government’s domination by oil interests and against 
the strategy which aims to make Israel an anti-Soviet base? — 
Is not the ruling clique’s campaign of expulsions and 
throttling of militant Congress elements being executed on) | 
one side of this very conflict? And the tragedy i is that the # 
side on which the ruling clique is fighting is that of the’ gia 
red-baiters, who use the same technique as Hitler and all — 


enemies of the Jews today, the technique which facilitated 


the murder of six million Jews. Although the Congress 


leadership scrupulously avoided any mention of “commu-— i 


nism” ‘during the involved proceedings in which they 
wrapped their expulsions, the red-baiting editorial brought 
this dominant motive into the open. This was confirmed im 
another way that is proving extremely embarrassing to the ~ 
“liberal” leadership of Congress. 


Red-Baiting Technique 


On August 19 the Jewish National Post of Indianapolis ~ 
published 4 statement by the American Jewish League ath 
Against Communism, which specializes in red-baiting re ee 
everything progressive in Jewish life. This outfit is headed _ 
by the notorious “Rabbi” Benjamin Schultz, who was” 
characterized as a moser (informer) in a resolution passed 
unanimously by the New York Board of Rabbis on October 
22, 1947, after he had published a scurrilous article in the — 
New York World-Telegram making red-baiting accusations 
against noted Jewish figures. The League statement calls 
attention to the fact that some Congress leaders held meet- 


and AJLC. The League claims credit for helping plan, the 
expulsions that actually took place. 
What would Rabbi Wise have said to this bit of it 


sional and probably profiteering communist-baiter, as 
worthy to be a member, not to say a rabbi; of.a 

congregation.” And now it appears that Schultz i isa q 
sultant on democracy for Congress; The League staten 
chides the Congress leadership. “We cannot hide our 


found disappointment,” says the League, “chat the 




















Fake word commnuniat or any reference-td cocnmiu- 
nists.” The League was slightly in error, for the editorial 
above had already thrown off the procedural mask. Con- 
gress leadership was stung by the publication of the League 
statement. In the August 26 issue of the National Jewish 
‘Post, Rabbi Irving Miller flatly denied that any top Con- 
gress leaders at any time consulted with Schultz. But Rabbi 
Miller cannot talk away the objective fact that, whether 
‘or not the ruling clique consulted with Schultz, their aims 
and his coincided—the expulsion or silencing of every pro- 
_ gressive voice in Congress. 


Degeneration of Leadership 


How far the Congress leadership has degenerated was 
painfully demonstrated in Rabbi Miller’s response to the 
profoundly shameful, un-American riot at the Robeson 

concert in Peekskill on August 27. It is common knowledge 
that the mob which attacked the peaceful concert-goers 

_ shouted anti-Semitic and anti-Negro epithets. It was later 
_ reported in the press that the rioters even attacked Jewish 
War Veterans who had participated in the “picketing.” It 
was obvious to everyone that when Governor Thomas E. 
_ Dewey ordered the two Westchester County law enforce- 
‘ment officers most directly responsible for the riot to make 
an investigation, he was laying the ground for-a white- 
wash of the guilty. Yet Rabbi Miller issued a statement on 
August 30 in which he “commended” Dewey for ordering 
the investigation. 

With every passing day the role of the present leader- 
‘ship is rapidly becoming evident to more and more Con- 
gress members. But the mere replacement of the present 
officers is not in itself enough to set Congress once more 
on the road to militancy and effectiveness in performing its 

“mission for the Jewish people and American democracy. 
For this is no struggle of personalities. It ss a struggle for a 
program. In this critical period for democracy’ and the 
Jewish people, a grave responsibility falls upon Jewish or- 
ganizational life, particularly on those organizations whose 
‘ Stated purpose is Jewish defense. Congress was founded to 
" prosecute a policy of defense substantially at variance with 
that of the “defense” organizations dominated by the 
wealthiest American Jews, like the American Jewish Com- 
mittee. Despite its often unclear perspectives, Congress has 
" many times acted in defiance of the hush-hush methods of 
_ fearsome Jews and of those whose primary object is to keep 
"in check the democratic surge in Jewish life. The challenge 
“facing: Congress today is more serious than ever. It is be- 
‘cause the present bureaucratic leadership of Congress has 
failed so miserably to meet this challenge and has tried to 
prevent the energetic and militant groups in Congress from 
acting effectively on great issues affecting the Jewish people, 
that the Congress membership is gathering its forces. 

As the opposition to the Congress leadership has devel- 

ed within the past year or so, a number of people, some 

a8 ee a ee ee we agree with 
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" of all those who 
Political differences outside of this program.” 


program is being carried on, 
limited though it is? And is there not a danger of destroy- 
ing Congress itself by this fight? This argument has been 
offered on occasion ,by well-meaning people who — 
Congress interests at heart. 


Issue is Program, not Personalities 


The fact is, however, that those who argue thus do not 
realize that this struggle against the ruling clique is the 
only way to halt the disintegration of Congress as a mili- 
tant, alert, vital organization. Unity is always of basic im- 
portance. But “unity” has no meaning unless coupled with 
the question, “Unity for what?” Unity with Petegorsky, 
Miller, the Poliers to prevent effective mass action on de- 
nazification, Israel, anti-Semitism? Unity with this clique 
to expel anyone who acts on the Congress program? Such 
unity is unity to destroy Congress. And this type of unity 
has already been too frequent in the past. What cause did 
unity with the misleadership serve in the past? Was the 
ruling clique moved to take any action by absence of 
criticism in the interests of “unity”? Such unity endangers 
the life of Congress because it creates illusions that appease- 
ment of reactionaries or silence in the face of a reactionary 
policy will turn a reactionary from his course. The opposite 
is true. Silence demobilizes the membership and robs it of 
leadership and keeps it ignorant of affairs. 

It must be clear, also, that the renewal of Congress re- 
quires more than a replacement of the present leadership. 
It is essential to form a unity on the basis of an effective 
program, not of persdhalities who may supplant the present 
leadership. Any other basis for action would nullify the 
present struggle to create once more a militant, mass Con- 
gress. There are undoubtedly certain forces in Congress 
who perceive that rank and file resentment against the 
ruling clique is growing and may try to raise to leadership 
new people whose.policy does not differ in essentials from 
that of the ruling clique. 

This contingency thus requires above all that the pri- 
mary emphasis in the present struggle be placed on pro- 
gram and unity on a program. One cannot reiterate too 
often that the issue is program, not personalities. The issue 
is whether there will be a democratic American Jewish 
Congress in which Jews of all political, religious and social 
beliefs can join in a common program of action for Jewish 
rights. What is decisive is articulation of a program, reach- 
ing the membership with this program and stimulating 
the membership to act on this program. 

The American people, and the Jews among them, are at 
the crossroads: are we going forward to increased democ- 
racy and freedom for all minorities, or \shall we fall in 
with the current hysteria’ and move towards fascism and 
war? For Congress the answer is unequivocal. That is why 
the growing movement of opposition to the bureaucratic 
leadership must unite on a progressive program and a 
determination to execute it. This means a close cooperation 
with this program, regardless of 








te recent exchange of statements between Francis 
Cardinal Spellman and Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt has served 
to highlight one of the most crucial problems facing Amer- 


ican democracy in general and education in particular— - 


the question of the separation of church and state. 

Observers in many cities could testify to the rapidity 
with which the’ Catholic hierarchy is attempting to move 
in on the schools of this country. They could reveal the 
effort that has been made to expand the parochial school 
system and to secure public funds for its support. They 
could also reveal how well organized, and in many cases 
successful, have been the attempts to influence and con- 
trol educational policy in the public schools. Perhaps no- 
where has this been seen more clearly than in New York 
City. We shall confine ourselves primarily to developments 
in the post-war period. 

Perhaps the first ominous indication of what was at 
work came at the time of the May Quinn case. This 
teacher has been accused by 14 of her fellow teachers of 
anti-Semitic attitudes and acts in her classroom. The evi- 
dence against her was overwhelming. So great was public 
resentment that a broad united front developed involving 
leading Jewish and Protestant organizgtions, parent groups 
‘and trade unions, as well as many prominent individuals, 
including Catholics. As a result, the Board of Education 
was compelled to try May Quinn in the winter of 1945. 

Under ordinary circumstances, considering the evidence 
and the weight of public opinion, this teacher would have 
been quickly dismissed. However, support'for her soon 
developed from sources close to the Catholic hierarchy. 
Articles favorable to her appeared in Catholic News, organ 
of the New York Archdiocese of the Catholic Church, and 
in the Tablet, organ of the Brooklyn Archdiocese. Or- 
ganizations with predominantly Catholic leadership such 
as the Queens County American Legion: came. out on her 
behalf. A letter in the Gaelic-American for November 17, 
1945 from Rev. Edward Brophy (author of The Christian 
Front—Its Justification and Need) called upon its “clerical 
and lay readers” to come to May Quinn’s defense. The 
Coughlinite Rev. Edward Lodge Curran was one of the 
leaders in her campaign. If such was the source of the 
public support for May Quinn, it is not difficult to sur- 
mise what must have taken place behind the scenes. The 
result became evident on February 27, 1946, when the 
Board of Education virtually exonerated her and restored 
her to the classroom. 

On March 7, 1946, Mayor William O’Dwyer filled a 
vacancy to the Board of Education by appointing George 
A. Timone. There were two things unusual about this 


peared in the press, that Timone’s name was selected by 
Mayor O’Dwyer from a list submitted to him by the then 
Archbishop Francis Spellman. It was always common 
knowledge that members of the board were chosen, in 
part, on the basis of their religious background so as to 
maintain a “balance” of the three faiths. However, this 


was one of the few occasions when the direct intervention _ 


of church authorities in the field of education (in coopera- 
tion with city officials) was exposed to public view, 

The second unusual thing was the background of the 
man selected to help guide the destinies of some 800,000 
children. It was revealed that Timone had been an ardent 
supporter of the fascist dictator Franco, and that he had 
been associated with notorious Christian Fronters in rallies 
on behalf of Franco and also in support of the House : 
Committee on Un-American Activities and its then chair- 
man Martin Dies. The public outcry forced the mayor to 
take note of the opposition his appointment had aroused. 
The Mayor’s Committee on Unity was directed to conduct 
an “investigation,” the purpose of which was to whitewash 
Timone of charges of bigotry. But significantly, Timone 
is quoted as having told the Mayor’s Committee: “In Feb- 
ruary 1939, as between what we might call Franco, and 
his opponents, rightly or wrongly, I believe to this day 
rightly, my sympathies were with Franco.” 

That Spellman’sslisting of Timone was not accidental 
soon became. clear from the latter’s action as a member of 
the Board of Education. He spearheaded efforts to censor 
teaching materials of their progressive content and was in 
the leadership of the witch-hunt against teachers. 


Pressure from the “Tablet” - 


The best delicesien of the aims which the Catholic % 


_ hierarchy is pursuing with reference to the New York 


schools is given by two successful campaigns pursued by 
the Tablet, official Catholic paper of the Brooklyn Diocese. — 

The first was an offensive which it launched against — 
efforts by the schools to combat bigotry. For a number of 
years an in-service course for teachers called “Background 
and Techniques i in Teaching Intercultural Education” had: 
been given under the sponsorship of four teacher asso 
ciations comprising teachers of social studies, general — 
science, biology and English. Most of the teachers of these 
subjécts in the New York school system belonged to one 
of these associations. The purpose of the course was to 
help teachers in methods of using the classroom to pro- 
mote brotherhood and understanding among pupils. - 











by defor Techn” nated in pe “The word 
has now generally come to-be associated with 
of the Communist Party line. . . . One lecture 


in such a course—but six? The overemphasis on prejudice 
ie part of the party line technique which seeks to divide 
“and conquer by stirring up hate among minority groups 
by making them feel more discriminated against than they 
really are.” 

The Tablet was joined by the New York World-Tele- 
gram which, in a series of articles by Frederick Woltman, 
condemned the course by red-baiting a nationally famous 
sociologist, Dr. Bernhard J. Stern, who was one of the 
instructors. Far from resisting the pressure of the Tablet, 
the school authorities fell right in line. Superintendent of 
Schools William Jansen, using as a pretext an article on 
religion written by Dr. Stern some 15 years previously, 
demanded that he be dropped as an instructor. The leaders 
of the four teacher associations took a poll of their mem- 
bers. In each of the groups the teachers supported their 
leaders in opposition to the position of Dr. Jansen and the 
Tablet. In spite of this expression of opinion the course 
was ordered discontinued. The stand of the Tablet that 
“fighting prejudice” was “communist,” won the day. What 

was particularly noteworthy was the alacrity with which 
school officials responded when the Tablet called the tune. 


Youthbuilders Is Destroyed 


_ Flushed with its easily-won victory, the Tablet next 

_ directed its guns against an organization known as the 
“Youthbuilders, Inc. This citizens’ group, guided by a 
mildly liberal program, had sponsored clubs in various 
schools under the direction of trained teachers. Their pur- 
pose was to organize projects, trips, etc., that would help 
promote better citizenship. Among social problems that 
were considered was the question of discrimination and 
it was on this point that the Tablet argued most strongly, 
despite the fact that Youthbuilders itself engaged in red- 
baiting. An article in the Tablet of May 29, 1948, described 
a typical Youthbuilder forum thus: 

“Most of the views expressed by the children during 
the discussion were centered around prejudice. Display- 
ing familiarity with the common prejudices upon which 
communists and the professional promoters of ‘tolerance’ 
continually harp,.the youngsters drew . . . pessimistic con- 
clusions. . . . The pattern is to stress national, racial and 
religious differences and to perpetuate them; it is to focus 
public attention on selected minorities.” 

_ This was an echo of the line which the Tablet had used 

im its fight against the intercultural course. Here too it 
‘was successful. Youthbuilders was decentralized and its 
program watered down. By May 1949, after a year’s cam- 
pin by the Tablet, it had virtually been disbanded. 

A fitting climax to the affair was the resignation from 
>of service, Miss Ethel Demmrich. ‘This eager hed 


béen on the supervisory staff of Youthbuilders for three 
years. According to the New York Times of May 13, 1949, 
which headlined the story:. “Teacher. Charges Catholic 
Pressure,” Miss Dammrich, a member of the Protestant 
Evangelical Church, resigned in protest over the success of 
the Tablet in driving Youthbuilders out of the schools. 
She said: “My resignation was not hasty or ill-advised. . . . 
The reason I continued teaching as long as I did was that 
I was ever hopeful that democracy in the schools would 
become more than just words. .. . I feel that it is hopeless 
until we can remove the pressures that are being exerted on 
the school system.” 

It is significant that in both these instances the pressures 
of the Tablet and the forces it represents were powerful 
enough to carry the day against the wishes of large num- 
bers of teachers and of a very broad section of the public. 
As a result the schools have veered away from any forth- 
right approach to the problems of bigotry and intolerance. 
Whatever work is carried on in the field of “intercultural 
education” has been reduced to the innocuous, ineffective 
(and at times harmful) level of the program of the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews. Thus the policies 
of the Catholic hierarchy with regard to the public schools 
have resulted not only in the protection of anti-Semitic 
teachers, but also in curbing efforts to eliminate anti- 


- Semitic and anti-Negro prejudices from children’s minds. 


So bad has this situation become that on June 26, 1949, 
the Commission on Christian Social Relations of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Diocese of New York released a bulletin 
which accused the New York City educational authorities, 
among other things, of “subservience” to the Tablet. 


Book Censorship 


These same policies have had their reflection in persistent 
efforts to censor textbooks, films, and other teaching mate- 
rials. One of the earliest acts of George Timone as a 
member of the Board of Education was ‘to secure the 
banning of Howard Fast’s Citizén Tom Paine on the 
specious grounds that it allegedly contained undesirable 
ribald passages. Then followed the banning of Laura Z. 
Hobson’s Gentleman’s Agreement, the novel dealing with 
anti-Semitism which was turned into a prize-winning film. 
The ban was removed much later, only after strong pro- 
tests. Actually, the ban was removed only in order to 
overcome the extremely bad impression made by the ban- 
ning of the film in Franco Spain, where a high church 
dignitary declared that feelings of universal brotherly 
love did not necessarily extend to Jews. Embarrassment 
of the Catholic heirarchy in this country led them to try 
to efface the bad effect by lifting the ban here. Arthur 
Miller’s novel Focus was also banned because it was 
charged ‘that its depiction of a priest resembling Father 
Coughlin was offensive to the Catholic Church. One of 
the latest textbboks to be removed ftom the approved list 
_is,Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee, which contains - 
criticisms ef f Cathie Cheek ects | in prefente) ) 
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The ‘sistity of chock Wee 07 cesmine teach 
Catholic Church contrasts sharply with their failure to 
respond when evidences of bias in textbooks has been pre- 
sented to them by the Negro or Jewish community or from 
other sources, 


“Nation” Banning 


Despite many protests about a number of such pas- 
sages in school texts, no steps have been taken by school 
officials to have them revised or removed. However, when 
the magazine Nation last year published a series of articles 
discussing the stand of the Catholic Church on various 
social and political issues, Superintendent Jansen saw fit 
to ban it permanently from school libraries. In defense 
he quoted 21 sentences which he found objectionable. 

An “Ad Hoc Committee,” established for the purpose 
of opposing the ban, charged in its brief that Superin- 
tendent Jansen had deliberately distorted the issue by en- 
titling his statement “Should Religious Beliefs Be Studied 
and Criticized in an American Public School.” No one of 
course had ever suggested that the Nation articles be used 


for classroom study by pupils. But the very fact that the — 


superintendent saw fit to becloud the matter.in this way 
was itself indicative of the inexcusable character of his 
action. Further proof of this, if any were needed, was 
given at a meeting of the Board of Education held in June 
1949, a year after the original ban. At that meeting, speak- 
ers on behalf of the Nation pointed out that even if school 
authorities were convinced that they were correct, they 
could not justifiably continue their ban and make it per- 
manent. It was at that point that Dr. Jansen intervened 
to state that there were other items which had appeared in 
the magazine since then to which he took exception, but 
which he refused to specify. Thus the Nation, and thereby 
every other publication, was put on notice that a rigid 
system of censorship has now been imposed, with the Cath- 
olic hierarchy apparently having a significant voice in 
deciding what students shall be permitted to read. 


And Now—Thought Control 


In the final analysis, the most effective kind of censor- 
ship that can be imposed is that which is exercised over 
the thoughts and the classroom work of teachers. This 
indeed has been the objective of the growing heresy hunts 
against teachers. The prime mover here has, of course, been 
big business. Through its representatives in government 
and its controlled press, it has sought to wipe out democ- 
racy in the schools and make the teachers propaganda tools 
in the cold war. The Catholic hierarchy, fired as it is with 
zeal for a “holy crusade” against “communism,” has ac- 
tively participated in these efforts to repress and intimidate 
the teaching staff. In New York City its aims have been 
reflected in the actions of George Timone. He was recently 
appointed by Board of Education President Maximilian 
Moss as chairman of its law committee and has been in 


the tonal ‘a the attacks on progressive teachers. 
brief, presented to the State Commissioner of Education 
in the summer of 1948, foreshadowed the infamous Fein- 
berg Law by calling for the dismissal of teachers who were 
“communists,” “fellow travelers” or who did not lend — 
themselves actively toward justifying the “cold war.” This 
brief was submitted by the Board of Education at the 
initiative of Timone, The Feinberg Law, which embodied 
the principles of the brief, unquestionably had the full 
support of the Catholic hierarchy. Now Timone leads the — 
committee which is to administer the Feinberg Law 
in the New York City schools. 


One aspect of the witch hunt in the New York schools 
which was already under way even before the passage of 
the Feinberg Law is worthy of special mention. That is 
the fact that almost all of the teachers already questioned 
by the superintendent of schools about their political be- 
liefs, including the president and the secretary of the 
Teachers Union, have been Jewish. The same pattern of 
anti-Semitism witnessed in the application of the federal 
loyalty order seems to be developing in New York as 
well. 


That this is not unrelated to the growing influence of 
the hierarchy on the school system will be evident from 
a news item in the Brooklyn Eagle of April 23, 1948. Under 
the headline “More Catholics Should Become Teachers, 
City School Aide Says,” the article reported a speech of 
Assistant Superintendent Frank W. Whalen before an 
audience of 100 students at the teachers college connected 
with St. John’s University. Whalen was reported as say- 
ing that more Catholics should become public schoal 
teachers in order to “restore the balance” of faiths among 
the teachers in the city’s school system. It quoted him 
further as saying: “As far as I am concerned, public school 
teaching is a vocation in the definitely spiritual sense. Since 
our American way of life is based on the tenets of Western 
Civilization, how can children be taught by those who 
do not think in terms of Western Civilization? I believe 
one of the values of a teacher is that he be a carrier of 
Western culture. Teaching is a missionary job.” 

It is not a big step from this.to call for a quota system 
in order to cut down on the number of Jewish teachers in 
the schools. Indeed it was just this cry that was raised by 
Charles E. Coughlin in the past and echoed by his follow- 
ers in the New York school system. 


Much more could be added to this story, including the 
account of how the Jewish People’s Fraternal Order was 
denied the use of school buildings, largely through the 
pressure of Catholic or Catholic-led groups, which ex- 
pressed their opposition to the JPFO at a public hearing 
of the Board of Education. But the facts already given 
reveal a trend which must give every citizen who believes 
in the principle of separation of church and state real 
cause for alarm. Undoubtedly a study of other school sys- 
tems in many large cities would reveal a pattern basically 


similar to the one here described. _ 














OF A COMMUNIST 


By Alexander Bittelman 








Below are excerpts from notes prepared by Mr. Bittelman for his appearance as a 
witness in his own defense before a commissioner of the United States Immigration Ser- 
vice. The government is attempting to deport Alexander Bittelman as a non-citizen who 
advocates “overthrow of the government by force and violence.” These notes correspond 
closely with the actual defense examination at the hearing on August 17-18. Lack of space 
prevents inclusion of Mr. Bittelman’s extended remarks on Marxism-Leninism —Editors. 








Question. What is your name? 

Answer. Alexander Bittelman. 

Q. What is your occupation? 

A. I am a journalist. 

Q. How long have you been a journalist? ; 

A. I began to write very early in my life, but not profes- 
sionally. My first writings date back to the years, 1905, 
1906 or 1907. 

Q. What was the nature of these writings? 

A. They were articles on the economic conditions and 
trade union problems of my own trade—the printing trade. 
I worked as a compositor before I came to the United 


States, in the city of my birth, Berdichev, the province of 


Kiev. 

Q. Where were your articles published? 

A, I was a volunteer local correspondent on general labor 
and trade union questions, and wrote articles on these 
issues for the central organ of my union, the Printers’ 
Union, called Pechatnik, meaning “The Printer,” published 
in St. Petersburg, now Leningrad. 

*Q. You came to America in 1912? 

A. To the best of my recollection, yes. 

Q. Did you immediately begin to write for American 
publications? 

A, No. My first articles for an American publication were 
written and published during the first world war, around 
1916-1918. 

Q. What was the publication? 

A. It was the organ of the Jewish Federation of the So- 
cialist Party of America, the Neie Welt, the “New World.” 

Q. What did you write about? 

A. I wrote on the conditions and problems of the Jewish 
workers in America, on general labor and socialist ques- 
tions, on the issues of the first world war and similar topics. 

Q. You were a member of the Socialist Party of Amer- 
ica? 

A. Yes. I joined that party in 1914, I believe, and became 
a member of the Harlem Branch of the Jewish Federation 
of the Socialist Party—Harlem at that time was a center 
of the Jewish community of New York. 

_Q. Did you become a socialist in the United States? 

A. No. 1 became a socialist in the land of my birth, in old 

Russia. 
_ Q. Did you belong to any political party there? 
_ A. Yes. 1 was a member of The General Jewish Labor 


Alliance, called the “Bund” for short. 

Q. When did you join it and how long did you belong to 
that organization? 

A, My father affiliated me to the youth section of that or- 
ganization around 1904 when I was 14 years old. Later 
I became a regular member of the organization and con- 
tinued in it until I left for America in 1912. 

Q. What kind of an organization was it? 

A. It was a social-democratic organization of Jewish 
workers and middle class people. It had a nationalistic 
ideology. And in the great fight between the Bolsheviks 
and the Mensheviks the “Bund” generally pulled with the 
Mensheviks. 

Q. So, when you came to the United States, you were not 
a Marxist-Leninist? 

A. No. I was not. 

Q. While in Russia, were you acquainted with the nature 
of the fight between the Bolsheviks, and the Mensheviks? 

A. In a very general way and almost exclusively through 
the literature of the “Bund” and the ideological training 
I received in the “Bund.” 

Q. You had no direct relations with the Bolsheviks and 
no means of learning their philosophy and position directly 
from them? 

A. No. Only on some few occasions did I manage to see 
Lenin’s own writings. 

Q. Upon joining the Socialist Party of Amercs, what a 
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meetings, lecture rooms and classes. I participated. in the 
political activities of the Socialist Party, rendering all sorts 
of assistance to labor struggles for better conditions and 
trade union recognition. I took part in developing various 
progressive and working class cultural activities among the 
Jewish masses. I took part in many movements against 
anti-Semitism and for equal rights for the Jewish people. 


Throwing Off Illusions 


Q. Is it correct that soon after joining the Socialist Party 
of America you became associated with the left tendencies 
and wings of that organization? 

A. Yes, that is correct. I began to be attracted very 
strongly by the political struggles of such socialist and labor 
leaders as Debs, Haywood, Ruthenberg and Foster. 

Q. Whatewas it that attracted you to them? 

A. 1 was attracted to them because they effectively ex- 
pressed the ideas and feelings which were growing within 
myself as a result of my experiences in the labor and so- 
cialist movement in the United States. 

Q. Could you tell us something about these ideas and 
feelings? 

A. 1 was beginning to throw off some of my illusions 
about democracy as it existed in the United States. I 
was beginning to see that it was not at all’ as I conceived 
it, when I fought for a similar kind of democracy, a demo- 
cratic Republic, in tsarist Russia. 

Q. Can you tell us more specifically how you came to 
these new conclusions? 

A. Yes. I found out that such elementary liberties as 
freedom of speech, assembly and organization were in 
actual practice denied to the bulk of the American work- 
ers. I found that none of these rights could be enjoyed at 
that time by the workers in America’s basic industries, 
especially in the so-called company towns. Trade unionism 
was a crime in those towns. Strikes for higher wages and 
better working conditions were crushed mercilessly by 
the companies and the government. Striking workers on 
picket lines were beaten and many times murdered. Trade 
union organizers were lynched. This was an eye opener 
to me. And I began to understand more clearly what Marx 
and Lenin meant by saying that, in the final analysis, the 
bourgeois state is a dictatorship of the capitalist class and 
that the democracy of a bourgeois state is democracy mainly 
for the ruling capitalist class and not for the masses. 

Q. Have you in mind any particular strikes and trade 
union struggles? 

A. Yes. In 1912, when I came to the United States, there 
was the famous Lawrence Textile Strike, involving about 
26,000 people. They fought against a wage reduction, led 
by Bill Haywood, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and others. 
Police and state troopers were spreading terror among the 
‘strikers. A number of them were killed and wounded. 

In the same year, I found that workers have to fight for 
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were such free. 


especially in the gs northwest, in California, in 2 


England and in other places. Pittsburgh had a big free 
speech fight in August 1912, concerning a mass meeting 
of about 15,000 workers at which there were beatings and 
arrests. : 

I recall, during 1912, a miner’s strike in West Virginia, — 
where troops and police guards tried to force the miners ~ 
with violence to go back to work. 

In 1913, about 12,000 miners struck the Rockefeller 
mines in Colorado. When the strikers built their own tent 
colony, company-imported gangs of private detectives at-— 
tacked the tents with armored cars and machine guns. The 
government looked sympathetically upon this violence of — 
the company against the workers. 

e strike of the Colorado miners continued into 1914. 
In April of that year, the Rockefeller company organized 
another attack upon the striking miners. Company gun- 
men set fire to the tent colony of the miners, resulting in 
42 dead and hundreds of wounded. Mother Jones, one 
of the strike leaders, was jailed. 

In 1917, on August 1st, Frank Little, a trade union or- 
ganizer in Montana, was kidnapped and murdered. 

Then there was the famous strike in Centralia, Wash- 
ington. The reactionary leaders of the American Legion 


attacked the union local of the strikers, killing 14 work- 


ers. The police then arrested many other strikers, who 
were later given long prison sentences. 

Finally, there was the great steel strike in 1919, led by 
the present national chairman of the Communist Party of 
America, William Z. Foster. Martial law was proclaimed 
in every steel town. The police and the company 
terrorized and attacked women and children, invading 
and robbing workers’ homes. Five steel workers were 
killed in Hammond, Indiana. And all the strikers de- 
manded was an eight hour day instead of the prevailing 
12 hour day, wage increases and union recognition. 

Q. What other outstanding experiences influenced your 
political and ideological development in the United States? 

A. The conditions of the Jewish workers and of the Jew- 
ish masses in general. . 

Q. Could you explain it? 

A. Yes, the condition of the Jewish masses helped me to 
get rid of another illusion about democracy in the United 
States. Many of us in old Russia had heard and believed 
the tales about the unlimited opportunities in America and 
the prosperous economic state of everybody. Then I saw 
the sweatshop and the Jewish workers in them. And the 
Jewish peddlers ‘on the streets. And the actual miserable — 
economic conditions of the American Jewish masses in 


"New York. It was enough to make me understand fully, 


perhaps for the first time, that only the ‘abolition of capi< 

talism and the establishment of socialism will do away with 

the existing social ills. ae 
Q. Did the: question of anti-Semitism in the United 
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ose almost like the ‘Negro people in the United 
. I also knew what pogroms were and had taken 


a es iuiecly times in struggles against pogrom bands and in 


defense of the lives of my people. But I had an idea that 
in the United States. things were altogether and completely 
different. But upon coming to America I found this was 


» not the case. 


American Anti-Semitism 


- Q. What have you in mind? 
A.1 have in mind the fact that not all Americans en- 
joyed equal rights. I found widespread discrimination 


against Jews in employment, in government, in social 
position. I found widespread anti-Semitism underlying. 
these discriminations. There were no pogroms, that is true, 


“but the Jewish masses, like the masses of Slavic and Italian 


' origin, were in a position of second or third class citizen- 
ship, economically, politically and socially. Only the most 


formal equality existed and not always even that. 
.Q. Will you deal more specifically with the manifesta- 
tion of anti-Semitism? 

A. Yes. Jews were rarely employed, if at all, by the rail 
roads, steamship companies, gas, electric and telephone 
companies. Everywhere I*found that socially Jews were 
treated as third or fourth rate people by the ruling classes 
of the United States, the so-called “superior” white Anglo- 
Saxon “race.” 

I discovered the existence of a movement called the Ku 
Klux Klan persecuting and attacking Negroes, Catholics 
and also Jews. This K.K.K. thing looked to me like the 
tsar’s pogrom bands known as the Black Hundreds. That 
was under tsarism. But here I was in a democratic repub- 
lic. How could a thing like this exist here? 

I read in the papers that in such states as Georgia, 


‘Indiana and Colorado the K.K.K. was waging regular 


_€conomic warfare against Jewish business and against 
~ employment of Jewish workers. kaon was, I believe, in 
1915. 

I was also shocked that the friendly way US. govern- 


“ment officials received the White Russian emigres who 
= came here when they ‘were driven out of Russia by the 

- victorious revolution—the same emigres that organized 
rk “pogroms against Jews when they were in power in Russia. 


Some of these people were even given jobs in the State 


- Department. 


Then followed the dastardly anti-Semitic conspiracy led 
by Henry Ford in 1920 and later. I have in ‘mind the 


carried on by the Dearborn Independent, a Ford enter- 
se. And this was no accident or isolated thing. Later on 


and research institutions were a common thing as they 
still are. ‘This widespread and virulent anti-Semitism was 
proof conclusive to me that equality in the bourgeois de- 
mocracy of the United States is only a formal thing, mostly 
on paper, and many times not even on paper. 

Q. How did you find the position of the Negroes? 

A, This was the greatest shock to me when I came to 
America. I had known in a general way that Negroes 
were mistreated in the United States. But I had not the 
least idea of the whole brutal system of the national op- 
pression under which the Negro people live in the United 
States. This had a most profound effect upon my thoughts 
and feelings about American democracy. And this moved 
me along mighty fast towards Marxism-Leninism. 


Influence of World War I 


Q. Did the first world war have any influence upon your 
ideological and political development? 

A. Yes, a very considerable influence. 

Q. In what way? 

A, In several respects, First, I was hit in the eye by the 
fact that, although a majority of the American people were 
against joining the war and President Wilson won re- 
election in 1916 on the issue that he kept America out of 
the war, yet as soon as the House of Morgan, then pur- 
chasing agent of the Allies, decided that it was time for 
the U.S. to join, the government under Wilson took the 
U.S. promptly into the world war, a war which benefitted 
no one in the U.S. except the monopolies. This confirmed 
me finally and irrevocably in the conviction that, in the 
final analysis, American democracy is in substance the 
dictatorship of the capitalist class, in which the monopolies 
dictate the policies of the government, even though the 
progressive struggles of the masses of the people can and 
do compel economic and political concessions from the 
monopolies and their governments. And this is a funda- 
mental proposition of Marxism-Leninism. 

Q. In what other respects did the experiences of the first 
world war influence your ideological (development to 
Marxism-Leninism? 

A. It opened my eyes to the treacheries of the right-wing 
socialist leaders and the reactionary labor bureaucrats, 
who sold out to Wall Street and supported the imperialist 
war, such as Morris Hillquit and Samuel Gompers, leaders 
of the Socialist Party and of the American Federation of 
Labor, respectively, It was then that I began to realize 
most fully that I belonged ideologically to that group of 
American socialists who, under the leadership of ‘Eugene 
V. Debs, Bill Haywood, Charles E. Rutherberg and William 
Z. Foster, were fighting the imperialist war and the treach- 
eries of the opportunist and reformist leaders. It was then 
also that I began to understand fully that in the interna- 
tional labor and socialist movement Lenin and Stalin were 
the true exponents of Marxian socialism and the leaders 
of the world struggle against yontanaeared mamprer me 

ust and democratic peace. — 
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Revolution in Russia 
0. Were there any other factors that influenced deci- 


sively your ideological development towards Marxism- 
Leninism? 

A. Yes. The most important single event was the social- 
ist revolution in Russia. 

Q. In what way did this influence your development 
towards Marxism-Leninism? 

A. First, the victory of the socialist revolution on one- 
sixth of the earth, which laid the basis for the realization 
of my dreams for a just social system, which I began to 
dream of from my boyhood, was the result of the leader- 
ship of the Bolshevik Party, which was guided by the 
theory of Marxism-Leninism. It was therefore a world- 
shaking victory of Marxism-Leninism, demonstrating con- 
clusively its correctness as the working class science of 
social change, and compelling its acceptance as the uni- 
versal theory of social and national liberation. Secondly, 
I began a most intensive study of Marxism-Leninism, par- 
ticularly the writings of Lenin and Stalin, which gave 
‘me an understanding of the theory and hence a more 
rapid development towards acceptance and mastery of the 
theory of Marxism-Leninism. Thirdly, I was beginning 
to form the conviction that-in order for the American 
working class to get ready to’ become the leader of the 
nation and the builder of a socialist society in the United 
States, it was necessary to form a party built upon the 
principles and theory of Marxism-Leninism. At the. time, 
my ideas were as yet very unclear as to how this should 
be done. But I knew this question had to be thought 
through and solved by the left forces in the American 
labor movement and that it was necessary to find and de- 
termine how the general principles of Marxism-Leninism 
were to be applied concretely and specifically to the prob- 
lems facing the American people and its working class. 

Q. Did you think the Marxist-Leninist theory gave you 
a blueprint for the socialist revolution in the United States? 

A. No. The Marxist-Leninist theory was viewed by the 
first American communists as a guide to action—a guide 
precisely to the discovery of the concrete way of apply- 
ing Marxism-Leninism to the liberation struggles of the 
American working class. The fact that we were not always 
able to discover that concrete way did not change our 
attitude to Marxist-Leninist theory as a guide to action. 

Q. In what other respects did the socialist revolution in 
Russia influence your ideological development? 

A. It was the liberation of the Jewish masses. I knew 
only too well the system of oppression, degradation, pov- 
erty, isolation, pogroms and extra exploitation which the 
tsarist regime maintained for the masses of my people. 
Therefore, I was fully able to appreciate what this libera- 
tion from tsarism meant for them and for myself as one 
of them. I saw the victorious socialist revolution making 
anti-Semitism a crime and realizing full equality in all 
spheres. Socialism gave the masses of the Jewish people 
the real opportunity to become free and active participants 


in the building of a classless communist society. — 
Q. You became a charter member of the 
Party in September, 1919? 
A. Yes. Together with the left wing of the Socialist 
Party, headed by Charles E. Ruthenberg and other left. 
labor forces, the left wing element of the Jewish Federa-_ 
tion of the Socialist Party, to which I belongéd, joined in 
forming the Communist Party of America in September, 
1919. 
Q. Were you a member of the national committee of the. 
party? 2 
A. 1 was elected to the first national committee. I was 
also a member of the national committee at other periods 
but not continuously. 


Communist Work Among Jewish Masses — 


Q. What was the main field of your work as a member 
of the Communist Party? : 

A. My main work was among the Jewish working 
masses of the country. I was writing, speaking and lec-’ 
turing on various questions and was also. doing organiz- 
ing work. 

Q.-In any official capacity? 


A. For a time I served as secretary of the Jewish Section ~~ 


of the party. 
Q. Did you have nationality sections at that time? 
A. Yes. But these sections were abolished in later years — 
because the membership grew more homogeneous and 
more highly trained in the. principle of working class ” 


‘ internationalism. 


Q. But the Communist Party continues to work among 
the masses of the nationality groups? 

A. Yes. To meet the special needs of the nationality 
groups the party has set up special bureaus or commis- 
sions, which work under the guidance of the party’s lead- 
ing committees. There is a National Jewish Commission. 
of which I am the chairman. 

Q. What publications did you write for? 

A. They were American left wing and communist pub- 
lications in the Yiddish language and communist publi-_ 
cations in English. I can recall some of them: the left 
wing periodical Der Kamf (The Struggle), which later 
became the organ of the Jewish Communist Federation 
of America; Die Funken (Sparks), a Jewish communist 
periodical; since 1922 I frequently wrote for the Fretheit, 
a non-party daily paper in which left wing socialists as 
well as communists participated. In English I wrote for — 
The Communist, Political Affairs, occasionally for the — 
Daily and Sunday Worker, for Jewisu Lire and other pub- 
lications. 

Q. Is there any relation between the Freiheit you men: 
tioned and the Morning Fretheit? 

A. The Freiheit was a Jewish daily paper of a progres- e 
sive and left character. It was a labor paper as well as 
on oe 0 
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“Ieft and progressive forces in American Jewish life. 
American Jewish communist journalists took an active 
in the Freiheit. In later years it was reorganized and 
the Morning Freiheit with substantially the same 
a. and policies. Then during the second World 
War, the Morning Freiheit was reorganized to meet the 
‘needs of anti-fascist people’s unity in the war against the 
fascist Axis. 
+ Q. What is your relation to the Morning Freiheit? 
A. As the general secretary of the Morning Freiheit As- 


"sociation I carry out the decisions of the Association re- 


garding the editorial policies of the Morning Freiheit. 
I also contribute articles to it. 
' ~Q. During the second World War and since, you have 

written extensively on the sufferings, problems and strug- 
gles of the masses of the Jewish people, have you not? 

A. Yes, I have. 


Towards Complete Jewish Equality 


‘QO. What did these articles deal with? 

A. These articles dealt withtthe problems and struggles 
of the American Jewish masses as an inseparable part of 
the whole of the American people. They dealt with the 
struggle to win the war against the fascist Axis. They ad- 
vocated post-war collaboration of the United States and 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in accord with the 
policies of the late President Roosevelt, for the establish- 
ment and maintenance of a just and durable peace. They 
advocated a democratic peace which would uproot fascism 
and anti-Semitism and make impossible a repetition of 
Hitlerism and the annihilation of six million Jewish lives. 
They dealt with thé struggle for equal rights for the Jew- 
ish masses, for equal rights for the Negro people and for 
all Americans regardless of race, color, religion and national 
origin. They dealt with the struggle for a progressive 
American Jewish culture as an integral part of the pro- 
| gressive cultural movements of the whole of the Ameri- 
can people. They dealt with aid to the Jewish masses 
abroad. They dealt with the struggle for a free and in- 
dependent Jewish state in Palestine in fraternal collabora- 
tion with an equally free and independent state in the 
Arab part of Palestine, and related questions. 

Q. Did you advocate in any of these articles or pam- 
phlets violent overthrow of the American government? 

A. No, I did not. I was combatting the violence of gov- 
ernment agencies against the working people and the labor 
- movement. I was combatting the violence of the K.K.K., 

of anti-Semites and Negro lynchers, of the infamous Pal- 
“mer raids and deportation attacks. 

» @Q. Is there any general document incorporating the 
eeeenunist Party policy on Jewish questions? 

» A. Yes, there is. It is the “Resolution on Work Among 
the ag Masses,” published in October 1946. 


No Advocacy of Violent Overthress 


Q. Did you advocate in any of these writings or in your 
other communist work the violent overthrow of the 
American government? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did you advocate or teach the violent overthrow of 
the American government at any time in any of your 
writings? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. You are familiar with the fact that the government 
has been using portions of one of your pamphlets to show 
that you did so advocate? . 

A. Yes, I am familiar with the efforts of the government 
to distort the meaning of those portions of my pamphlet, 
as well as of some of my other writings. 

Q. Will you explain the true meaning of those portions 
of your pamphlet called The Communist Party in Action? 

A. Yes, This I can do best on'the basis of the document 
of the National Chairman of the Communist Party, 
William Z. Foster, called In Defense of the Communist 
Party and the Indicted Leaders, and the book of the same 
author, The Twilight of Capitalism... . 

Q. Would it be correct to say then that the Communist 
Party of America at no time advocated the violent over- 
throw of the American government? 

A. Absolutely correct... . 

Q. Is it true that in many of your writings since 1936 
you have been developing the Marxist-Leninist idea that 
the struggle for socialist is a struggle for democracy? 

A. Yes, that is correct. 

Q. Is it true that the answer of the American commu- 
nists to the present war danger and the developing crisis 
is the socialist revolution? 

A. No, it is false. I refer again to the Foster document. 

Q. In your writings you have criticized and attacked 
many of the policies of the American government, have 
you not? 


A. Yes, I have. 








Q. Tell us aboot it, especially sinde thesend of World 
War II. 

A.1 have criticized and opposed the general political 
course of the American government—the Truman Admin- 
istration—because this course. is driving the United States 
to a new world war and to the establishment of a fascist 
regime in this country. 

Q. How do you explain this government course towards 
war and fascism? 

A. I explain it by the fact that the policies of the govern- 
-ment are dictated by the capitalist monopolies, the big 
corporations, Wall Street, and that these monopolies wish 
the United States to follow a course towards war and 
fascism. 

Q. Why do the monopolies want war and fascism? 

A. The monopolies want world domination. They want 
the markets, resources, profits and power that go with it. 
They are forcing the United States to prepare to wage 
another world war to give Wall Street world domination. 
And in order to break the resistance of the American 
people to these mad war plans, the monopolies seek to 
establish fascism in the United States. 

Q. What kind of a war are the monopolies driving 
towards? . 

A. A war against the’ Soviet Uliion, against the new 
European’ democracies, against new China, the people’s 
China, and the independence of all hations. 

Q. How are the monopolies able to dictate these policies 

- to the government? 

A. Because the monopolies and big corporations domi- 
nate the economic and political life of the United States. 
They are the economic royalists whom the late President 
Roosevelt criticized very often. 


Communists Fight for the People 


Q. And you oppose these policies*of the government? 

A. Yes, I criticized and opposed the general political 
«course of the American government because this course 
towards war and fascism, which has hastened the begin- 
nings of the present economic crisis and As spreading the 
miseries of growing mass unemployment, is arousing the 
criminal activities of all fascist, anti-Semitic, anti-Negro, 
anti-foreign born elements in the United States. 

Q. What proof is there for your statement that the mo- 
‘nopolies dominate the economic and political life of the 
United States? 

A. On the economic domination of the monopolies there 
-is conclusive statistical proof. It is found in official govern- 
‘ment documents. I will name only two: Investigation of 
Concentration of Economic Power, Document No. 95, Sen- 
ate, 76th Congress, 1st session; and Economic Concentra- 
tion and World War II, Document No. 206, Senate, 79th 
‘Congress, 2nd session. 

Q. What are the mevens findings of on docu- 
ments? 
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“a Doses. Na. oulgles kenge 
dent of the United States, Franklin Delano 
the Congress of the United States, dated April 29, he 
in which. message the president declares: “Among us 
today a concentration of private power without equal in 
history is growing.” The investigation embodied in Docu- 
ment No. 95 more than confirms the late ‘president's 
declaration. : 

Since the conclusion of the war, concentration of eco- 
nomic power in the United States has proceeded apace, — 
This began to arouse so much resentment even in circles — 
of small and non-trustified business that President Tru-— 
man felt compelled to make a few gestures in criticism 
of Big Business. I am commenting now on the demagogy 
and futility of these gestures. I should add that these docu- 
ments offer fresh proof of the correctness of the Marxist- 
Leninist theory of monopoly capitalism and imperialism, 

Q. You say the monopolies also dominate the political 
life of the country. What is your preof? 

A. The monopolies control the press, the radio, the moy- 
ies. They control the two major political parties. They 
control the government. They dictate the policies of the © 
government and the best proof is that the government fol- 
lows a course toward war and fascism which the monopo- 
lies desire. The monopolies, which are reactionary and pro- 
fascist, seek the destruction of the Bill of Rights and the 
establishment of a fascist regime and both major parties 
pursue policies leading in that direction. 

Q. Is there any other evidence? . 

A. Yes. The monopolies, in search of greater profits and 
power, want to tighten the national oppression of the Ne- 
gro people and both major parties frame their anti-Negro 
policies accordingly. These two parties are therefore re- 
sponsible for the growing lynch terror and fascist Police 
brutality against the Negro masses. The monopolies heed 
disunity among the American people; the monopolies want 
discrimination against foreign born, against the Jewish 
masses, and against Americans of Slav, Italian and Asiatic 
origin, and both major parties follow this line even though 
in different ways. The monopolies want more oppression 
of the Puerto Ricans and Mexicans in the United States 
and both major parties seek to effectuate these reactionary _ 
objectives of Wall Street. 

Q. Did you, carry on a campaign against the govern- — 
ment’s persecution of Americans of foreign birth and of 
non-citizens? 

A. Yes, I did. Not only because these persecutions af- 
fected me personally. This played an important part. But 
more important was my realization that these persecu- 
tions against Americans of foreign birth and against non- 
citizens are the opening guns of a general reactionary at- 
tack upon the civil liberties and rights of the whole of the 
American people. I was naturally very much concerned — 
with the deportation frenzy of the Department of Justice, — 
the arbitrary denials and cancellations of bail, the intro- 
duction of Hitlerite concentration ‘camp 





SI Gt carceniten Aurcorr General Tom 
“Clark, whom the president had the temerity to recommend 
for the Supreme Court, I am naturally very much con- 
‘cerned with the fascist threats contained in the Hobbs Bill, 
better known asthe Hitler Concentration Camp Bill. But 
“all this concern arises not alone from my position as a non- 
“citizen and an American of foreign birth. It arises also 
‘and mainly from my realization that these are measures di- 
rected to the destruction of the Bill of Rights and the es- 
tablishment of a police and of a fascist state in this coun- 
try. The continued existence of the Taft-Hartley slave 
~ Tabor law, the threat against civil liberties contained in the 
_ Mundt*Ferguson Bill, the threat to outlaw the Communist 
Patty, and the’ frame-up trial of the communist leaders, 
indicate clearly that the attacks on the non-citizens are 
°. ‘only a part of the general reactionary attack upon the lib- 
erties of the American people. 
_ *Q. Did you advocate in these writings the violent over- 
throw of the American government? 


A. No. I did not. 


Opposition to Truman Policies 


. Q. Did you indicate in what way these policies of the 
_ government which you criticized could be changed? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. What did you say? 

A. In accord with the policies of the Communist Party 
of the U.S.A., I advocated the formation of a people’s front 
against war and fascism. I advocated the building up of 
a people’s coalition for peace, democracy, economic secur- 
ity and equal rights—a coalition to combat the reactionary 
and war policies ‘of Wall Street, to compel a change in gov- 
€rnment policy along the lines of the people’s desires for 
peace and democracy. I advocated Communist Party poli- 
cies, as formulated in the Foster document, which aimed at 
bringing into office a government which will represent the 


~ people’s anti-monopoly peace coalition and which will 


“defeat the war and fascist objectives of the monopolies. 

Q. Did you criticize and oppose any specific govern- 
mental policies on issues affecting particularly the Jewish 
people? 

A. 1 did. 

Q. What were those issues? 

A: 1 charged the government with main responsibility 
for the growth of anti-Jewish discrimination and of antti- 
‘Semitism in the United States. 

Q. Is it true that you have accused the government of 
building up the power of the nazis in Germany, of sup- 
"porting fascists and anti-Semites in Greece, Turkey and 
“wherever the government's cold war is having an effect? 
| A. Yes, it is completely true. The government’s foreign 
of waging a cold war against the Soviet Union 
of collaborating with it for peace, is arousing anti- 
and fascist elements also in the United States and 
ing the oom af enti Geenicic outbreaks, 


0.¥ You i ve criticized the goverment poles towards 
Israel, have you not? , SA 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. What was your criticism? 

A. I accused the American government of following a 
hostile policy towards Israel. I maintain that this hostile 
policy is dictated by the American oil monopolies and the 
strategic theories of the warmongers who see in Israel a 


-base of military operations against the Soviet Union. I 


charged the American government with trying to make 
Israel a puppet of Wall Street. 

Q. What were the policies towards Israel that you ad- 
vocated ? 

A. 1 am fighting for the right of Israel to live and de- 
velop as a truly free and independent state, able to col- 
laborate with the peace forces of the world and with the 
progressive forces of the Arab peoples for peace, progress 
and democracy. 

Q. And you advocated a change of policy? 

A. Yes, I advocated a change of policy, not the violent 
overthrow of the American government. I called upon the 
American Jewish masses to unite in a democratic coalition 
and to join the labor and democratic forces of the whole 
American people in the common fight for peace, democ- 
racy, equal rights and economic security. 


Government the Agent of Force and Violence 


Q. Is it your contention then that the government seeks 
to deport you because you have opposed its hostile policies 
to the Jewish people and also because of your opposition 
to its general course of war and fascism? 

A. That is correct. ; 

Q. Is it correct also that the question of force and vio- 
lence does figure as an important issue in the present sit- 
uation? 

A. Absolutely correct. The question of force and vio- 
lence figures as a major issue in the present day struggles 
between the camp of peace and democracy and the camp of 
war, imperialism and fascism. ‘ 

Q. Exactly in what way? ° 

A. In this way: the camp of war, imperialism and fas- 
cism, that is, the forces of monopoly capitalism led by Wall 
Street, are driving to attain world domination. For this 
purpose they are preparing a new world war and are seek- 
ing to establish a fascist regime in the United States. This 
means that the American monopolies seek now to solve the 
insoluble contradictions of imperialism by the most unre- 
strained application of force and violence—an atomic and 
bacteriological war abroad and fascism at home. This is 
the most extreme expression of force and violence in the 
realization of Wall Street’s imperialist policies, It is the 
force and violence of Hitler imperialism and fascism 
which cost my people—the Jewish poorer million lives, — 
whieh co oe pee Ot. eee ee lives and rivers 





BEREL-ISAAC 


A Short Story by Sholem Aleichem — 
Translated by Julius and Frances Butwin 





6 A MERICA is a land of bluff. . . .” “American bluff- 

ers... .” That is what our people like to say after 
they, have been in America a short time. Ignorant fools 
—they don’t know what they are talking about. When it 
comes to bluff, Americans may have coined the word, but 
they can still take a lesson from Kasrilevka. One Kas- 
rilevker like Berel-Isaac can outbluff any American bluffer 
that ever was born. 

You will understand the sort of person Berel-Isaac is 
when I tell you this: whenever it happens in Kasrilevka 
that someone lets his tongue run away with him—starts 
hakken a chainik, as they say in America—he is interrupted 
with these words: “Berel-Isaac sends you his regards.” 
That’s all you have to say. He knows at once what you 
mean and hushes up. 

They tell a story in Kasrilevka which illustrates the repu- 
tation that Berel-Isaac has come to have among us. At 
Easter time it is the custom among the peasants to greet 
each other with the words, “Christ has arisen.” The per- 
son thus greeted always replies, “Indeed—he has arisen.” 
One Easter morning it happened that a peasant met a Jew- 
ish acquaintance and said to him, “Christ has arisen.” The 
Jew was in a quandary. What could he do? To answer, 
“Indeed, he has arisen,” was against his belief. And to say, 
“No, he has not arisen,” would offend the peasant, who 
might even’ beat him up for it. So tactfully he answered, 
“Oh, yes. That’s what Berel-Isaac told me a while ago.” 

Now imagine what happened when this same Berel- 
Isaac went to America, spent a number of years there, and 
then came back té Kasrilevka.. Imagine the stories he had 
to tell of the wonders he had seen in that golden land. . 


“LET’s START WITH THE COUNTRY ITSELF,’ HE WOULD SAY. “A 
land flowing with milk and honey. The money people 
make! They scoop it up with both hands, they pick it right 
off the streets. Of gesheften—business’ they call it—there 
are so many kinds that your head whirls when you think of 
them. No matter what you want, you can go and do it. 
Do you want to run a factory? You can run a factory! 
You want to open a store? You can open a store. You want 
to wheel a pushcart? If not, you can start peddling, or go 
to work in a shop. It’s a free country. You can do any- 
thing you want. You can even swell up with hunger, lie 
down in the street and die, and no one.will stop you. No 
one will say a word.... 

“And the cities they have! The width of the streets! 
The height of the buildings! There is a shack there that is 
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called ‘Woolworth’; the tip of its chimney reaches right 
up into the clouds and even beyond them. It is said that 
this building has several hundred floors. How do you get 
to the top? By a ladder that’s called the ‘elevator.’ If you 
have to see someone on the top floor you get into the ‘ele- 
vator’ down below early in the morning and you. arrive 
on top around sunset, in time for the evening prayers. 

“One day I decided to take a ride all the way up just 
to see what it was like up there. And I have never been 
sorry. What I saw there I shall never see again as long as 
I live. And the way I felt words.cannot describe. Imagine 
it! There I stood looking down; suddenly on my left cheek 
I felt something cold and smooth like ice, or rather like a 
frozen jelly, terribly cold and slippery. . . . I turned my 
head slowly to the left and looked. . . . It was the moon. 

“As for the life itself—it is one nad coah. You run, you 
push, you shove. ‘Orryhup’ they call it. Everything is done: 
in haste. They even eat standing on one foot. A man runs 
into a tavern and calls for drink. In the meanwhile food 
is handed to him on a plate. Before he can cut it—one-half 
disappears one way, the other half the other way, and the 
man is through eating. 

“And yet you should see how strong they are. They are 
made of iron. Giants. They have a custom of beating each 
other up right in the street. Not that they are mean to you 
—maim you, give you a black eye or knock a few teeth 
out, as we do. God forbid! They do it for fun. They roll ~ 
up their sleeves and start swinging to see who will land 
more blows. In their language they call it ‘fightling.’ One 
time I happened to be walking in the Bronx—with some 
merchandise under my arm—and two boys came up to me 
—bums, loafers—and wouldn’t let me alone. They wanted 
to fight] with me. Said I, ‘No sir, I don’t fightl.’ It didn’t 
help. They wouldn’t let me go on. So I think to myself, if 
that’s what you want, I’ll show you who’s boss. I put down 
my bundle, pulled off my coat—and did I catch it! I barely 
escaped with my life. After all, they were two and I was 
one. From that time on I don’t fightl with anyone, no mat- 
ter what you’d pay me. 

“And how they talk! Everything is upside down, just to 
spite you. Where we say kich they say kitchen, where 
everybody says katzev they say butcher, A neighbor they 
call a mexdoriger. The owner your house is a lendlore, 
Before Yom Kippur I tried to buy a rooster, but I couldn’t 
make the woman understand that it wasn’t a hen J 
wanted. Till finally I had to say, ‘Get me a gentleman 
chicken!’ This she understood, and with great joy exclaimed, — 
‘All right!’ That word—all right is used everywhere, for — 
everything: that’s good, why not, with pleasure, God be 
thanked. 


“And the sanem ic which me Jom ee toll ca 














treated as well as a Jew. They have the greatest respect 
for us. We can do whatever we like. Why, on Succos you 
‘can see a Jew walking on Fifth Avenue carrying a /ulov 
and esrig—a citron and palm—without any fear of being 














arrested. The only thing they dislike is a long beard. 
Viskehs they call them in their language. If they see a Jew 
with viskehs they don’t bother the man at all. All they do 
is pull at the beard until he has to shave it off. For that 
reason most of the Jews there have no beard or mustache, 
but go around with their faces as bare as a platter. It is hard 
to tell who is a Jew and who isn’t. Without any beards, 
and with all of them speaking the American language, 
you can’t tell a Jew except by his hurried gait, and the way 
he uses his hands. In every other way those American 
Jews are jugt as we are, with all the trimmings. They ob- 
serve all the Jewish: customs, love all the Jewish dishes, 
celebrate all the holidays. Passover is the real Passover 
\we know. Matzos they bake all year round, and they have 
a special factory just for charoses. Thousands upon thou- 

* sands of workers sit in this factory and grind the nuts and 
spices. Others even make a living out of grating horse 
radish. You can’t trifle with America.” 


“Yes, Beret-Isaac, ALL THIS IS VERY FINE INDEED. BuT TELL 
us one thing. Do people die in America as they do here? 
Or do they live forever?” 

“Of course they die. Why shouldn’t they die? But in 
America when people die, they die by the thousands, tens 
of thousands. . . . Whole rows of buildings cave in. Cities 
sink into the earth, Are you trifling in America?” 

“Well, if that’s the case, how are they better off than we 
are? They die just as we do.” 

“Of course they die, but how do they die? That’s the 
‘thing! And not so much how they died—people die every- 
where. But the way they're buried; that’s the important 
thing. And in America, first of all, there is a custom that 
everybody knows beforehand where he will be buried. 
While he is still alive he goes to the cemetery and chooses 
the spot he wants. Then he bargains until a deal is made. 
', Later he takes his wife out there and says to her, ‘See, 
-my love, this is where you'll be buried. Next to you is my 
place, and there are our children’s.’ Then he goes to the 


funeral office and arranges for the kind of funeral he wants. 
There are three classes of funerals—first, second, and third. 

“A first class funeral is for very rich people, millionaires, 
and costs a thousand dollars. And what a funeral that is! 
The sun shines, the weather is perfect. The coffin stands 
on a black catafalque lined with silver. The horses wear 
black pompons and white feathers. The rabbis, cantors, 
and attendants are dressed in black frock coats with silver 
buttons. And carriages! You can’t even count the car- 
riages! And all the children from all the Talmud Torahs 
walk in front and chant at the tops of their voices. The 
street resounds with their song. After all—$1,000! 

“The second class funeral is also a fine one, but costs 
only five hundred dollars and is not quite as fancy. The 
day is not so perfect. The coffin is set on a black catafalque 
like for the thousand dollar funeral, but there is no silver 
trimming. The horses and rabbis and attendants are dressed 
in black but without feathers and without buttons. There 
are carriages, but not so many. Children from only a few 
Talmud Torahs walk ahead of the hearse and sing. But 
their song is less melodious; it is sad and more reserved. 
After all, it cost only five hundred dollars. 

“The third class funeral is very plain—it costs a hundred 
dollars in all, The weather is cool and cloudy. There is no 
catafalque. There are only two horses and two attendants. 
No carriages at all. At the head, a few children from only 
one Talmud Torah rush through their song in a low 
monotone, so low you can hardly make out the words. 
What can you expect for a mere hundred?” 

“Yes, but what do you do when you don’t have even 
a hundred dollars?” 

“Then you’re in a tough spot. It’s bad anywhere with- 
out money. Poor people don’t have to go ahead and die— 
they’re always. at least six feet underground. Still, don’t 
despair. In America even the poorest man doesn’t go un- 
buried. They give him a funeral and it doesn’t cost him 
a penny. Naturally it’s a pretty dreary funeral, without any 
ceremony, with no sigh of a horse or a rabbi, It rains pitch- 
forks. Only two attendants are on hand, one on each side 
of the corpse. And they make their way together on foot 














right to the cemetery. If you have no money, you might just 
as well never have been born. It’s a crueleworld. 


“By the way, does any of you gentlemen have a cigarette 
to spare?” | ak ax ioe 





ISRAEL AT THE CROSSROADS 





appre nub of the issue in regard to Israel is this: will for- 

mal independence mask a new colonial enslavement, 
or will the bones of freedom be given flesh and blood? In 
other words, will Israel be an imperialist or an anti-im- 
perialist base? All other problems must be judged in rela- 
tion to this central problem. 

The war of liberation weakened the position of British 
imperialism in the Middle East and temporarily upset the 
predatory calculations of the United States. But this war 
marked the beginning, not, the end of the fight for inde- 
pendence. It could not finally decide this question because 
politically it was led by class forces which even before the 
conclusion gf hostilities had begun the betrayal of the strug- 
gle—a betrayal that the forces of the left were in 1948-49 
strong enough to retard, but not prevent. With the estab- 
lishment of the first elected government, a new phase in the 
liberation struggle opened. For Americans, whose under- 
standing of Palestine has in the past been befogged by 
illusions and sentimentalities, it is essential to recognize 
that this government, in which the social-democratic Mapai 
(Israeli Labor Party) provided the mass base for the bour- 
geosie, marked the re-entrance of Israel into the world 
colonial system of imperialism. The “mandate” is held this 
time by the United States—a “mandate” backed by billions 
of dollars—though British influence in Israel and in the 
rest of Palestine remains strong. This relationship of Israel 
to the imperialistic bloc is not altered by occasional differ- 
ences that may arise between its government and the gov- 
ernment of the United States or Britain—any more than 
such differences have altered similar relationships in the 
case of monarchist Greece, Kuomintang China, and the 
“independent” Philippines. 

If the war against the Arab states was for the people of 
‘Israel and the peoples of the world a war for independence 
from all alien oppression, for the capitalists of Israel and 
for those in control of its government this war had a dif- 
ferent meaning. The aim of a Jewish state as a buttress of 
imperialism—that aim which from Herzl to Weizmann, 
Jabotinsky and Ben Gurion had been the lodestar of Zion- 
ist policy’—had not been abandoned even if the methods of 
achieving it had changed. This aim expressed not so much 
the crassness of individuals as the outlook of a class, the 
Jewish bourgeoisie, which had developed too late in history 
to play an independent role and was bound umbilically to 

foreign imperialism. For these elements the objective of 
the war was to defeat the British policy of reckoning ex- 
clusively with the Arab ruling classes and to win for capi- 


A. B. MAGIL ‘Spent six months in Israel as Daily Worker 


correspondent. The above article is an from his forth- 
ee to be issued by International Publishers. 





talist Israel a place in the Anglo-American design for the 
Middle East. If in’ the past the Zionist leaders had proposed 
that Jewish Palestine become a dominion within the British 
empire, they now sought in practice to make it an unofficial - 
dominion within the American empire. 


Toward Semi-Colonial Status 


Israel’s semi-colonial status rests not only on Anglo- 
American dominance in its economic life, but also on its 
excessive dependence on contributions, investments and 
loans from abroad—chiefly from the United States. No 
country which exists on foreign doles can be truly inde- 
pendent. Yet with the establishment of the Jewish state, 
the Yishuv’s dependence on foreign aid, instead of declin- 
ing, increased substantially. And the policy of Israel’s gov- 
ernment in 1949 was to increase it still further. 

The economic justification for this policy is that-in view 
of Israel’s own limited resources, it represents the principal 
way to develop industry, agriculture, commerce and trans~ 
portation, and make possible the absorption of a large im- 
migration. .The public has been led to believe that even if 
some of the political consequences are a little unpalatable, 
there is no alternative. No one can deny that theael for some 
time to come will be unable to dispense with the voluntary 
contributions of world Jewry, and will also need additio 
foreign capital. Nevertheless, the argument for leaning 
on American financial power, to the extent that it is nota 
specious apology for subservience to imperialism, is based 
on a complete illusion. Far from furthering healthful eco- 
nomic development, the conditions under which this aid 
is being given and utilized are tending to colonialize Israel 
and.to reproduce there the evils of the Jewish social struc- 
ture in other capitalist countries. 

An industrially undeveloped country must under capi- 
talist conditions inevitably become a colony, regardless of 


1 “Now there is a means of regulating Turkish finances, and with it 
of maintaining the status quo for some time longer, and ler 
creating for England a new road, and the shortest one to India. . 
means is the erection of an autonomous Jewish subject state in nian 
similar to Egypt, under the sovereignty of the Sultan.”—Theodor Herzl, 
letter to Reverend William H. Hechler, chaplain of the British Embassy 
in Vienna, December 1, 1896. (Theodor Herzl: Excerpts From His 
Diaries, New York, pp. 37-38.) 

“Considering the strategic and economic importance of Palestine, the 
inclusion of the Jewish state within the British Commonwealth of Nations 
would be to the interest of both."—-Chaim Weizmann, “Palestine’s Role 
in the Solution of the Jewish Problem,” Foreign Affairs, January, 1942. 

“. . . we should like this country to be attached to a greater unit, a 
unit that is called the British Commonwealth of Nations. For the solution 
of the Jewish problem, for our free national future, it is not 
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eshove focmaljolitica ing And i it is 
t that all imperialist countries seek to prevent the 
ialization of the colonies and semi-colonies except 
to such limited degree as suits their own purposes. The 
struggle for industrialization and for national independence 
are therefore inseparable. In Israel’s case industrial expan- 
“sion is essential for another reason: it can provide the 
largest number of jobs for immigrants. But industrializa- 
tion means more than the manufacture of textiles, food 
products, drugs, plumbing fixtures and other consumers’ 


goods that are characteristic of Israel’s economy. It means, . 


above all, heavy industry, especially machine building. 
There is a prevalent notion that because Israel is poor in 
industrial raw materials it is incapable of developing its 
own heavy industry and must always meet the greater part 
of its steel and machinery requirements through imports. 
The beginnings that have already been made in steel and 
machinery manufacture indicate, however, that with proper 
policies and controls, a heavy industry can be developed in 
Israel to supply the home market and the Middle East. 
This year, when the influx of foreign capital in the form 
of gifts, loans and investments has reached the highest 
point in the history of Jewish Palestine, only a negligible 
proportion has been flowing into industrialization. The 
relative level of industrial development, in view of the 
large increase in population, has actually declined. As a 
result, those immigrants who are finding employment have 
been streaming preponderantly into trade, handicrafts and 
such elementary industries as baking. Few are getting jobs 
in industry, and only about eight percent have been going 
into agriculture, though the development of agriculture 
ranks second to industry for Israel’s future. 
Of the voluntary contributions, the bulk has had to be 
used to maintain immigrants and provide homes for them. 
Essential as this is, it does not contribute directly to the 
country’s economic development except temporarily in the 
building industry. In the case of the $100,000,000 American 
loan (actually a credit), the conditions attached to it pro- 
vided only 20 per cent for industrialization. Perhaps the 
greatest mirage of all has been foreign private investments. 
The government staked so much on these investments, 
pleaded for them, and offered typically colonial induce- 
_ ments, not the least of which was wage-cutting. But profit- 
hungry foreign capitalists evidently found greener pas- 
tures elsewhere. 
Moreover, most‘of the foreign investments that are being 
' made are going into housing, hotels, commercial establish- 
ments and peripheral light industries. Of the foreign capi- 
talists who visited the Economic Department of the Jewish 
_ Agency in May 1949, some 119 expressed a desire to trans- 
fer factories to Israel. Forty-four of these factories—nearly 
- 40 per cent—were textile plants. Textiles, let it be remem- 
bered, is the typical industry of colonial and undeveloped 
capitalist countries. Furthermore, this industry could hardly 
! considered famished for foreign capital. Even before 


the Israeli government in the United States had been dis- 
couraging further investments in this industry on the 
grounds that it was saturated. 


Anti-Imperialist Alternative 


The idea that Israel is so small and weak that it has no 
alternative, but must take sides with its enemies while 
pretending to be neutral between them and its friends, is 
vicious nonsense. No less vicious and nonsensical is the 
idea that precisely such a policy will in time enable Israel 
to stand on its own feet. 

The real alternative is not untried and wunproved. 
It is in fact the only policy that proved a resounding suc- 
cess as against the dismal failure of years of collaboration 
with imperialism. This alternative was inherent in the 
liberation war. It was the policy of resisting imperialism 
and looking for support to the anti-imperialist forces of the 
world—a policy that the Jewish people of Palestine im- 
posed for a time on reluctant and vacillating leaders— 
which led to the creation of the state and the defeat of the 
Anglo-American aggressors and their Arab mercenaries. 
But the Yishuv’s leadership, pursuing other aims, blocked 
the full unfolding of that policy and the full gathering of 
its fruits. With the end of hostilities, they returned com- 
pletely to the pro-imperialist course. 

Naturally, the methods of peace are not the methods of 
war, but the essence of the alternative policy remains the 
same. It may be summed up as consisting of two comple- 
mentary elements: full mobilization of all internal re- 
sources behind an integrated program designed to achieve 
rapid industrialization and absorption of immigrants, and 
at the same time reduce dependence on financial aid from 
abroad; and alliance with the anti-imperialist factors in the 
Middle East and in the world. 

The full mobilization ‘of Israel’s internal resources can- 
not be achieved on the theory that if only the capitalists, 
local and foreign, had sufficiently succulent “inducements” 
dangled before them, they would be filled with a consum- 
ing passion to promote the national welfare. Nor can it be 
achieved by reducing purchasing power that is already far 
too low, or by a tax program that soaks the poor and wrist- 
slaps the rich. 


Measures for Economic Independence 


A first step in a program for economic independence 
should be nationalization of all foreign-owned concessions, 
such as the Palestine Electric Corporation, Palestine Potash, 
and the Haifa refineries, and their operation by the gov- 
ernment in the interests of the people. This would not only 
weaken the positions of foreign imperialism, but would 


place in the hands of the government important levers for , 


advancing the country’s economic development. In addi- 

tion, it would make possible the lowering of the cost of 

electricity and oil for industry, agriculture and home use. 

A second step is the nationalization of imports. This 
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that could be produced in Israel. Instead, Israel’s limited 
supply of hard currency should be used to import machin- 
ery—until its own machinery industry is able to supply 
most of its needs—and necessary raw materials and food. 

A third step—once the immediate needs of the immi- 
grants are met and more favorable conditions for their 
economic absorption created—is the utilization of financial 
aid from the Jews of other countries, as well as increased 
revenue from the wealthier elements in the Yishuv, to 
establish state-owned industrial enterprises and expand 
Histadrut enterprises and cooperative agriculture. 

The success of this internal program, which will, of 
course, require many additional measures, is closely re- 
lated to Israel’s external program—to changing its lop- 
sided foreign trade and lopsided foreign policy. The con- 
centration of Israel’s foreign trade in the Anglo-American 
sphere is unhealthy economically and politically. It also 
means a highly unfavorable trade balance for Israel. Closer 
economic and political relations with countries that will 
treat Israel as an equal, will be willing to buy from her 
as well as sell to her, and will not attempt to dictate to 
her are imperative to further her economic development 
and independence. This means, in the first place, close 
economic and political cooperation with those that stood 
by Israel’s side in her hour of greatest need, that seek no 
bases, no domination, no advantage at Israel’s expense: 
the Soviet Union and the people’s democracies. Even those 
limited commercial relations which the Israeli government 
has developed with the USSR and its allies have revealed 
the vast difference between trading with imperialist and 
with anti-imperialist countries. In this connection an edi- 
torial in the June 26, 1949 issue of Al Hamishmar, Mapam 
daily, pointed out: 

“At a time when it is becoming increasingly well known 
that the United States is threatening Israel with economic 
sanctions if it does not yield to her political demands, yet 
another example of Soviet friendship and aid was wit- 
nessed by the Jewish public: the large transport of Russian 
grain which has arrived in Israel. . . . 

“The large transport of Russian grain was only one 
example of Soviet friendship. In this connection it must be 
stressed that the Russian grain was far cheaper than that 
we have been buying from the Anglo-Saxon countries; that 
it was paid for in pounds and not in dollars; and that it is 
but an example of the immense possibilities of firm eco- 
nomic relations with the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 
Such relations will undoubtedly free us from our economic 
- dependence on capitalist countries, dependence which only 
entails political extortion.” 


Equality in Trade Relations 


Israel’s first trade agreement was with Hungary and 
the terms were so favorable that they evoked praise even 
from the reactionary Revisionist Hamashkif, which de- 
scribed them as “based on the principle of equality and full 
reciprocity,” in contrast to “the one-sided trade policy im- 





sae 


posed by the former sieudisie) wae” (Hamashkif, Jan- 


uary 14, 1949.) A similar pact was signed in May 1949 


with Poland. On the other hand, the agreement negotiated 
with Holland was of the one-sided type, with only about 
40 per cent of Israeli imports to be covered by exports. The 
agreements with Hungary and Poland were only small 
tokens of the truly “immense possibilities” of trade with 
Eastern Europe. 

This kind of economic program, internal and external, 
and Israel’s liberation from all encroachments on its imde- 
pendence cannot be achieved so long as its government 
pursues a foreign policy of de jure neutrality and de facto 
support of the architects of the Marshall Plan and the 
Bernadotte Plan. To defend its future, Israel must develop 
in peace in a much more consistent way the political pattern 
that won it victory in war: resistance to imperialism and 
its satellites, and alignment with the anti-imperialist forces 
of the world headed by the Soviet Union and the people’s 
democracies. To urge this is not to urge Israel’s involve- 
ment in a potential war conflict; it is already involved in 
that conflict—on the war-provoking side. It is to urge its 
involvernent in the world fight for peace. This does not 
mean severing relations with the West. Nor does it mean 
that the form of Israel’s alignment with the peace bloc 
should be identical with that of the people’s democracies, 
But let not questions of form obscure content. What we 
are discussing is the replacement of a pro-imperialist with 
an anti-imperialist policy, a change from a course that 
undermines Israel’s economic development and indepen- 
dence to one that will strengthen them. That is the issue. 


New Problems for Israel 


What are the perspectives for achieving this kind of pro- 
gram? Obviously, the Anglo-American trusts and their 
political servitors oppose such a program, though many 
ordinary Americans and Britons, Jews and non-Jews, would 
support it: Hardly. less obviously, this program is opposed 
by the Israeli. bankers and industrialists and their social 
democratic-clerical coalition government. However, a pro- 
gram along these lines already has the support of a sub- 
stantial and influential section of the Israeli public: the 
workers, farmers ,and small business and professional 
people around the Communist Party and Mapam. No 
doubt, as the struggle develops, these will not stand alone. 
Such a program could also be counted on to enlist the 
cooperation of those who in the international arena actively 
aided Israel’s battle for independence. Let us try to evalu- 
ate the opposing forces and the dynamics of the unfolding 
conflict over Israel’s future. 

Though Israel is moving in the Anglo-American orbit, 
it would be a mistake to oversimplify relationships arid to 
equate its status in all aspects with its status under the 
Mandate. The Palestine Jewish nation today is far differ- 
ent from the colonization project of the years ‘after the 
Balfour Declaration. Its class and national structure are 


much more highly developed, as are its class and national 
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ne 2S Pere sist vectly different from 
that of the earlier period. World imperialism has- been 
greatly weakened, socialism and the anti-imperialist forces 
correspondingly strengthened. 

* The United States rules in Israel not directly, but in- 
directly. This is for it both an advantage and a disadvan- 
tage. An advantage because the true anatomy of power is 

concealed from. the people of Israel and their anger is largely 
directed at the old master, Britain, rather than at the new. 
It is an advantage too in giving Washington greater 
maneuverability in its relations with the reactionary Arab 
regimes. But it is a disadvantage in that the United States 

“must rule through a state apparatus not its own, with an 
army and police that it does not directly control, through 
a government which is susceptible to popular pressure and 
must permit for the present wide democratic liberties. 


Changing Alignment of Forces 


Within the limitations imposed by foreign imperialism, 
the government of Israel rules directly rather than simply 
influencing and organizing the Yishuv to accept alien rule, 
as did the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the Vaad 
Leumi (National Council) under the Mandate. This too 
is both an advantage and a disadvantage. An advantage 
_ because the state apparatus, taken over so largely from the 


British, gives the government more effective instruments 
for the control of the people than the leading bodies for- 
merly had. It is an advantage too because Zionist nation- 
alism and social democratic reformism and the borrowed 
glory of the liberation war serve to conceal the govern- 
ment’s class and pro-imperialist role and to give it greater 
authority and prestige than its precursors had. But direct 
governmental power is also a growing disadvantage for 
Mapai and its partners. Formerly they stood apart from 
the government and at times even appeared to be in oppo- 
* sition to it. The evils that befell the Yishuw were blamed 
almost entirely on the British and the fire was directed 
against them. But now that Mapai has identified itself 
completely with the capitalist state and is attempting to 
convert the Histadrut into a virtual state agency, it has 
become more vulnerable. The class struggle brings the 
workers more and more into conflict with that state and 
-its defenders, and increasingly class and national issues 
become intertwined. The nationalist-reformist fog is not so 
thick that it can forever prevent the working people from 
seeing who it is that is chiefly responsible for appeasing 
the capitalists at their expense and leading the nation intd 
the Anglo-American morass. 

__ ~ This new situation has also been reflected in the changed 
telations between Mapai and Mapam. The latter, under the 
impact of the developing class struggle, has found it no 


_ longer possible to play the role of “loyal opposition” to 
Mapai, with which in the past it was bound by nationalist 


since it now bears the responsibility of state power in be- 
half of the capitalists and of those in Washington and 
New York who hold the purse-strings, cannot tolerate a 
partner that is at the same time an opponent, feeding 
popular discontent with government policy. There has 
come a parting of the ways and a turning of Mapam 
toward joint action with the Communists, even though 
neither the break with Mapai nor the approach to the 
Communists has been cleancut, and Mapam’s leaders have 
sought to evade their full implications. Yet despite all 
shortcomings, this is no passing phenomenon, but the be- 
ginnings of a fundamental realignment. which expresses 
the growing class polarization of the Yishuv. ; 

The Achilles’ heel of the government is the relative weak- 
ness of the bourgeoisie. This is characteristic of most 
colonial and semi-colonial countries. The relative weak- 
ness of the Israeli capitalists has been accentuated by a 
number of other factors. This is a singularly lusterless busi- 
ness class, which stands outside the nation’s deepest tradi- 
tions: the pioneering that built the country has*been vir- 
tually a monopoly of the workers and farmers, and it was 
predominantly their blood, sweat and devotion that 
launched the liberation war and created the state. The 
small vote of the openly capitalist parties such as the Gen- 


eral Zionists and the Progressive Party is a measure of the 


lack of prestige and popular support of the bourgeoisie. 
To achieve a semblance of a mass base, the capitalists were , 
compelled to masquerade behind the false patriotism of 
the Irgun. 

This relative weakness is further indicated by the ex- 
tent to which the business men have had to permit the 
Yishuv’s life to be dominated by Mapai. But at the same 
time in the leadership of Mapai they found their would-be 
savior. Through the Histadrut, Mapai has provided that 
substantial popular base required to support the policies 
of the bourgeoisie. But this is obviously an unstable foun- 
dation, for it consists of workers whose interests clash with 
those of the capitalists and who will not forever walk the 
treadmill of their policies, however liberally daubed with 
“socialist” paint. 

The political realignment signalized in the growing 
cooperation between Mapam and the Communists is 
destined to bring into being a force capable of achieving 
an alternative program through the creation of an alter- 
native government. The left bloc cannot as yet place such 
a government as an immediate goal. That would be to 
overestimate their strength. The immediate task is to 
widen cooperation between Mapam and the Communists 
in defense of the people’s living standards, in battling for 
the welfare of the immigrants, in opposing further sur- 
renders to the imperialists, in advancing the fight for peace 
and for a democratic, anti-imperialist foreign policy. It is 
a task of organizing and educating the people—above all, 
the workers—to wrest whatever concessions are possible 
from the capitalists and the governmenj, and to forge in 
struggle the prerequisites for a truly national people's 


government, with Mapam and the Communists as its core. 
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THREAT TO FREEDOM 
by George Morris 


American Freedom and Catholic Power, 
by Paul Blanshard. The Beacon Press, 
Boston. $3.50. 


The controversy between Francis Car- 
dinal Spellman and Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt 
over the traditional denial of government 
funds for parochial schools provided an 
outlet for an explosive popular feeling 
against the growing pressure of the Vati- 
can upon the lives of Americans. That 
feeling isn’t an anti-religious sentiment. 
It is res€ntment against a political and 
social influence of a foreign power that 
has been crawling up wader the guise of 
religion. 

Expressive of this si indi 
feeling is the recently published book 
by Paul Blanshard, which has gained 
considerable circulation and aroused much 
discussion despite an hysterical campaign 
by the hierarchy to kill it. 

There isn’t much new in Blanshard’s 
book as his own listed extensive bibliog- 
raphy for source materials indicates. The 
342-page book is a well-documented popu- 
lar summary and exposure of Catholic 
dogma and practices in culture, medicine, 
education, sex-life, marriage, science and 
other fields. Most people have bits of 


knowledge of one or another phase of the’ 


Catholic hierarchy’s code. But when the 
whole pattern is put together, as Blan- 
shard does, and when the horrible effects 
of these directives and dogmas on the lives 
of the people is described, and when the 
Vatican’s kinship to fascism is developed, 
we get what the author.calls “the Catho- 
lic Plan for America.” The result is a 
new Mein Kampf, horrifying as the first, 
which draws its inspiration from the in- 
quisitions of the middle ages. 

Mr. Blanshard packs quite a wallop 
‘ in chapters devoted to showing up the 
structure and methods of the hierarchy as 
a world totalitarian power; the Vatican’s 
antipathy to democracy throughout - its 
history; the stress of the parochial school 
system to develop a denominational nar- 
* row-mindedness in Catholic children; the 
struggle against the traditional democratic 
principle of separation of church and state; 
the unbelievable rules in medicine re- 
quiring Catholic physicians to violate 
some of the most elementary modern prac- 
tices, even if they kill the patient; the 
authority the church has over sex, mar- 
riage and divorce; the power of the church 


to censor and boycott books, films, stage 
plays and the precedence church supersti- 


tions and dogmas have over scientific dis- , 


coveries. 
Blanshard concludes with a picture of 
the “Catholic Plan” that would turn 
America into something patterned after 
Franco Spain or Salazar’s Portugal. ‘He 
calls for a struggle against this conspiracy 
and adds that “it is already too late to 
solve the problem by passive measures” be- 
cause the “Catholic hierarchy is not pas- 
4 ” 
sive. 


Blanshard’s serious weaknesses, 
however, destroy his objectives. Himself 
a former right wing socialist, Blanshard 
joins with cold war champions “against 
the Russian communist aggressor.” He 
fully supports the theses of Wall Street 
and its government tools, that everything 
must be mobilized to defeat the “red men- 
ace.” He realizes the contradiction in his 
position. In his prologue he polemizes 
with those who agree with him but ad- 
vise that he “keep silent about the anti- 
democratic program of the Vatican until 
the present crisis is resolved,” because the 
Catholic Church is an important force 
against the, Soviet Union. 

He answers this with the opinion that 
it is possible to fight against both cleri- 
calism and communism, and he adds the 
fantastic view that the Vatican, having 
entered into a concordat with Hitler, may 
do the same with Moscow because he 
sees a “kinship” between the views of 
the Vatican and the Soviet Union. Blan- 
shard’s inability to find any more plaus- 
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position is. 
The truth is that Blanshard’s circle, the 


Social democrats and the so-called “anti- 


communist liberals,” are today in a united 
front with the Vatican against the USSR ~ 
and the new democracies. Anti-commu- 
nism is their basic position, This was 
well dramatized, for example, in the 
audience the Pope gave to David Dubin- — 
sky to receive the latter’s high - praise for 
doing a “good job in the Italian elections.” 

Blanshard’s call for a struggle against 


_ clerical fascism will have little meaning 


as long as he and his friends depend on — 
clerical fascism as an ally for war upon 
the USSR: 

This explains why Blanshard touched 
so gingerly on the political role of the 
Vatican’s forces in America. Digging in 
that direction would lead him to the ; 
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s so heavily on Vatican support 

Marshall Plan. Also, it is the Cath- 

lic parties in Europe that make up the 

ogee support for the Marshall Plan 

and Wall Street influence abroad. To re- 

their support Truman has been yield- 

“ing much to the Catholic hierarchy on do- 
‘Mestic affairs. 

For the same reason Blanshard touched 
only lightly on the Vatican’s international 
role. He readily admitted its blessings, 
or passivity, to the doings of Hitler and 

ini and its strong favor for. Petain- 
ism in France, Franco in Spain and cleri- 
calism of Portugal and Argentina. But 
there is hardly anything in the book on 
present-day parties of the Vatican domi- 
‘nant in Frange,) Italy, Belgium, Holland 
and Germany. Those parties live on the 
Marshall Plan. Placing them in their true 
“light would hardly add luster to Blan- 
shard’s “democratic” forces against “com- 
_Munist totalitarianism.” 


Blanshard’s anti-communism also 
explains his disposal with a couple of 
paragraphs of the Vatican’s role in the. 
unions. Obviously the hierarchy’s anti- 
communist program in the unions is more 
important to him than its already signi- 
ficant success in a drive to foist clerical 
influence upon the labor movement. The 
Association of Catholic Trade Unionists 


is to him “relatively unimportant” and he 


makes the preposterous claim that Ameri- 
can labor leaders shun Catholic Church 
support. Blanshard must know that lead- 
ers like Philip Murray and Walter Reu- 
ther have welcomed the hierarchy’s in- 
trusion in labor affairs. 

With respect to anti-Semitism, Blan- 
shard cites much of Catholic dogma and 
practices holding that the Roman Catho- 
lic Church must have a spiritual suprem- 
acy, with the Jewish faith on the lowest 
level. It is the assertion of that suprem- 
acy as a religion that provides the excuse 
for anti-Semitism in the clerical fascist 
countries. Blanshard might have easily 
pointed to the inevitable prospect of anti- 
Semitism as an official policy in the kind 


of clerical domination over the American ‘ 


government the Vatican wants to establish. 
Jews have never had a free life, equal 
citizenship and opportunity in a land 
where, state and church—any church—are 
fused. nol 

Blanshard’s contradictory position is es- 
pecially evident in a section where he calls 
for measures to preserve separation of 
church and state and especially to pro- 
tect the schools from church influence. 
But in the same breath he directs his fire 
upon the new democracies in Europe for 
doing just that and refusing to yield to 
the Vatican’s agents. When thé new de- 
mocracies take such steps, this is. “totali- 
tarianism” to Blanshard. 


Letters From Readers 
Editors, Jewtsu Lire: 

Your splendid editorial in the June issue, “ ‘So- 
viet Anti-Semitism’: The Big Lie,” with its ac- 
companying reproduction of the cartoon from 
Crocodile, as well as other material presented in 
Jewisu Lire, reflect the pressing issues of the day 
concerning Jewish life so clearly and forcefully, 
that they are a real antidote to the poison spread 
on the pages of the daily press. 

It seems to me that if subscribers to Jewish Lire 
would undertake to distribute a specific number 
of free samples of the magazine to the public, 
many new subscribers would eventually be added 
to your list. 

I, for one, am undertaking to do so, and I feeb 
confident of good results. 


New York City Mrs. S. K. 


Editors, Jewisn LiFe: 


Your magazine is always excellent and worth 
reading in its entirety. 

May you have an ever widening circulation. 
San Francisco 


Editors, JewisH LiFe: j 

Enclosed my two dollars for renewed subscrip- 
tion to JewisH Lire. I would like you to know 
that this magazine is a source of real education to 
me as a Jew and a progressive. When I get 
through reading it, I always pass it on to my 
friends and they too agree with my opinion of 
Jewisn Lire. ; 

In these days of constant attacks on anything 
even remotely progressive, JEwisH LIFE is a real 
voice crying in the wilderness of reaction, jail- 
ings, discrimination, etc. 

My friends and I wish you strength and an 
ever growing circulation. 


Bronx B. B. 
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SDocuments 


WHICH WAY FOR WORLD 
JEWISH CONGRESS? 


By Dr. Moshe Sneh 


A year has passed since the Plenary 
Session of the World Jewish Congress in 
Montreux, when, for the first time after 
the Jewish catastrophe in Europe, Jewish 
representatives from all parts of the 
world, from five continents and nearly 70 
lands met together in conference. All 
those attending the conference felt that 
the establishment of the State of Israel 
rejuvenated our ancient people and gave 
it a faith to believe in, a future to fight for. 

The existence of a united national or- 
ganization -has not blurred the class dif- 
ferences within the nation; on the con- 
trary, it has sharpened them. Naturally, 
they also expressed themselves at Mon- 
treux. The conference was united in its 
enthusiasm for the State of Israel, and -in 
its solidarity with the Defense Army of 
Israel, then engaged in its bitter fight 
with the invading forces; it was divided 
when it came to seeing the imperialist 
inspiration behind Arab aggression and 
the direction of our political struggle. 
The conference was united in its recogni- 
tion that the fate of Jews was everywhere 
bound up with the progressive and peace- 
loving forces; it was divided when it came 
to distinguishing progress from reaction. 

Certainly the general resolutions, ac- 
cepted unanimously, were progressive in 
a general way, but they lacked exactness 
and definition. The detailed practical 
proposals of the left were not accepted. 
The composition of last year’s executive 
was also open to criticism. The majority 
of the American delegation was adamant 
that there should not be even one repre- 
sentative of the left—neither from Mapam 
nor from the non-Zionist left—on the 
section of the executive resident in New 
York. Although the possibility of co 
option was left open and a promise given 
that this would be made use of, delega- 
tions from Eastern Europe and commu- 
nists from other countries refused to ac- 
cept the places allotted to them on the 
European and Israeli sections of the ex- 
ecutive so long as representatives of the 
left were not included on the American 
section as well. Thus, Montreux ended 
with an incomplete executive. 


The activities of the World Jewish 
Congress must of necessity fall into three 
categories: 


(a) Political representations in Jewish 
matters in the United Nations and with 
governments concerned; 

(b) Activisation of the Jewish masses 
in the struggle for their rights and against 
any mnniitiatinn of anti-Semitism or 
fascism; 

(c) Co-operation with non-Jewish pro- 
gressive forces and international demo- 


cratic institutions—to prevent the out-. 


break of another war, against war 
propaganda, to secure peace, national 
freedom, human rights, etc. 

The Congress executive has limited its 
functions to the first category; to diploma- 
tic representations to various govern- 
ments, and to the presentation of memo- 
randa. In this field, the Congress ex- 
ecutive has shown continuous activity. 
Without denying the value of these 
activities—some of them, notably those 
during the U.N. discussions on Human 
Rights or in connection with the position 
of Jews in the Moslem countries, are most 
praise-worthy—they do not justify the 
existence of Congress if they are not ac- 
companied by a mass movement within 


. the Jewish communities based on close 


co-operation with those fighting for pro- 
gress and peace and against anti-Semit- 
ism and national discrimination. 

One or two examples are worth noting. 
The U.S. government organised an ex- 
hibition of reviving German industry and 
gave great publicity to known nazi ‘in- 
dustrialists. What did the New York 


‘branch of the W.J.C. executive do? It had 


conversations with a number of officials 
and asked certain changes in the exhibi- 
tion, but it refrained from conducting a 
public campaign against this pro-nazi 
propaganda in New York. Such a cam- 
paign, had it been initiated by Congress, 
would undoubtedly have gained the sup- 
port of many progressives in America. 
The executive of the Congress, however, 
preferred to deal with the matter behind 
locked doors. 

Another example. There was no 
evidence of Congress participation in thé 
protest campaign against the release of 
Ilse Koch, the notorious concentration 
camp murderess. A mass campaign could 
have’been organized in America among 
Jews and non-Jews against this gross 
miscarriage of justice in freeing this 
human beast. A strong personal statement 
of the late Stephen Wise was published, 
but the public was not called to action by 
the Congress executive. No information 
has reached us of any public protest 
against the acquittal of the eleven nazis 
responsible ‘for the organization of the 


in Satins gh 

pager earsg 
he peas vy ad oe 
composed a fairly sce 
on the subject of American lenience t- _ 
wards the nazis in Germany, but who 
will read this memorandum? What can 
be its effect if no mass movement is Of — 
ganized against this revival of the Dazi 
danger in Europe. 


There is no need to enlarge on the 
negative decision of the Congress ‘ex- — 
ecutive on participation in the Congress 
for World Peace in Paris. The executive — 
received requests to participate in 
Congress from three . sides—from the 
Bulgarian Consistory of Jewish Com- 
munities, from the Polish Central Com- 
mittee, and from Mapam representatives 
in the various institutions of Congress. 
The majority of the executive , rejected 
this demand, thereby acting contrary to 
the Montreux resolution binding the Con- 
gress to participate in any _internatiopal 
effort to strengthen peace. The executive 
gave way. to reactionary pressure and: 
joined in the boycott of the Paris Con- 
gress. This fatal decision, which shocked 
all progressive Jewish circles in Israel and — 
elsewhere, has already resulted in serious” 
organizational consequences and led to 
the severance of relations between’ the 
Polish Central Committee and the Con- 


gress Executive. 


Recently there has been another act 
which shocks the conscience of every pro- — 
gressive Jew. The American Jewish Con- 
gress, a branch of the W.J.C., has decided - 
to expel from its ranks two progressive 
workers’ organizations, the American 
Jewish Labor Council and the Jewish~ 
People’s Fraternal Order. The o} 
reason given is that these two orgamiza-_ 
tions, in addition to their affiliation to 
the WJ.C., also participated in the 
“United Comrhittee against Anti-Semit- — 
ism” and thereby allegedly violated the 
constitution of the Congress. It is clear, 
however, that this step is only an in- 
dicative of the anti-communist hysteria 
which is sweeping America. This craze 
has apparently caught hold, of the Jewish 
publis as well. The action of the Ameri- 
can J.C. casts a shadow over the, entire 
Congress; the executive cannot remain 
silent over this act. 

The crisis demands deep heart seaii 
ings. Which way is the Congress turning? 
Towards an all-embracing framework of 
world, Jewry, including Jews of the pe 
ular democracies and progressive jon 
elsewhere, or towards concentration 
on the right wing? 


Dr. Sneh was chief of the Haganah during 
World War Il and a former member of the Jew: 
ish Agency executive. He is now a leader’ 
Mapam (United Workers Party). , 
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Strike-breaking, by the Irgun—Dec., 18 
Student movement, at City College—Nov., 11 
June, 22 


Tablet (periodical )—Oct., 

Tenenbaum, Joseph, = dou of a Lost Pin 
( review ) —Sept., 

Terminiello, Arthur Ww Suty, 4 

Third Party, need met 4 

Timone, George A.—Oct., 14 

Trade unions, first Teck ielty. 25 

Trenton ‘‘six’’ case—May, 17; Aug., 4 





Un-American Activities Committee—Feb., 14 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and 
June, 25; anti-Soviet activities—June, 3; July, 
., 6; greeting to—Nov., 6; Jews in— 
Nov,. 20; aH Bi _ Er Am Feb., 24, 2T; 
March, 24; y, “a 
by during war—Nov., 19; See also aso Birobidjan 
United Palest yo Ay «Ee, %s 
nit estine \—Jan., 6; 
United States, and er P| _ 3: 
3: and Irgun—Nov., % and 
a 30; ang ese 5 eee 


t., 3; Justice Departmen 
- 1948 election; North Atlantic antic Miliary rd 
iance 
United Whsiente and Warehouse Workers, local 
65—May, 1 
United Workers Party of Israel—Dec., 31; relations 
with Communist Party—March, 28 


bese eM A., condemns Bernadotte pees 

ov., 

Warsaw Ghetto uprising, anniversary of—Apr. 

Weintroub, Ruth roll How Secure these Rigbis Vs 
view) —July, 27 

bby - en ty 7 J 7 

Wor ongress for Peace—June, 

World Cones of Intellectuals Peace—Dec., 11 

World Jewish Congress—July, 11; 29; Aug., 12; 


Wroclaw Congress. See World Congress of Intellec- : 
tuals for Peace 


Yeah —S + 29 

Yiddish language—Nov., 

Yiddish Scientific Institute—May, 20 
Youth, Jewish—Dec., 26 


Zi , and State of Israel—May, 6; June, 15; 

we, Ol: Aug., 22; Sept., 23. See “dio General 
Zionists 

Zionist Organization of America—July, 4 
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